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Last year in Pécs I heard about the possibility to do some parts of the practical year 
together with Erasmus. I talked with my friends about the opportunity and we decided to 
inform us about the application. I picked two internships that fitted in the timeframe of 
the Mobility program and applied with the help from the Erasmus office in Pécs. The 
whole process was sometimes a little bit tricky, but I could ask for help anytime and got 
always a quick response. After the application process I started with Gynaecology in St.-
Theresien-Krankenhaus Nürnberg, a teaching hospital of the Medical University of 
Erlangen (FAU).  
 
It was my second internship of the practical year but I was still nervous about the work 
experience. The fifth year of my studies in Pécs was almost completely online due to 
Corona. It was a really different experience to work at the clinic in a fulltime job rather 
than sitting in front of my laptop for online classes. The main reason I chose this hospital 
was the reputation. On the first day the chief doctor had an introductory talk with me. 
He explained the structure of the clinic for Gynaecology and how they work. He also 
asked me about my wishes and expectations. I was really surprised that he made the time 
for me. The team was also very friendly and helpful. I felt very welcome.  
 
They start in the morning at 07:45 a.m. with a briefing from the night shift and discuss 
about the plan for the day. It was very refreshing that the students were assigned to fixed 
tasks. I worked a lot as an assistant by surgeries/section and had the opportunity to see 
births in the delivery room. The consultation with ambulant patients and the clinical 
examinations were very informative and I could improve my skills. There was also a lot 
of work to do with the postoperative patients and the women in childbed. At the days 
after the birth, it was very important to look at the health of the newborn and the recovery 
of the uterus with the birth defects. I helped by the doctor’s visits, took blood samples 
and wrote patient reports. There was a tumour conference once a week and the cases 
had to be prepared by the team. I took part in the night shift in obstetrics unit and learned 
how it is to be 24 hours awake. Every Wednesday the team started with an education 
which is called Gyn to Go. Every day in the afternoon we had another meeting with the 
team and after this I was allowed to go home. For me Gynaecology is an interesting 
specialization. Especially the assistant work in the operating room with its wide range 
pleases me.  
 
After 5 weeks in Gynaecology I rotated to Paediatrics in another hospital. The hospital 
was much bigger, but I wanted to have an experience like this too. The team in 



Paediatrics was also super nice. The first week I worked on a station for infectious 
diseases. The team started also with a morning consultation. After this we discussed the 
cases with the senior doctor. The whole day was about anamnesis, physical examination 
and blood samples. I enjoyed the work very much because I could get more skills with 
the differential diagnosis of the infectious diseases. The next two weeks I was able to get 
to know the paediatric intensive care unit. The care of premature infants was a major task 
and we were often called to the delivery room. So I stayed in touch with the gynaecology 
and could improve my skills in the initial care of the newborn. But also older children 
and teenagers were treated for example after drug intoxication. The ventilation therapy 
was a main subject of neonatology and it was great to see how children got better every 
day. After two weeks I rotated to a general ward. After the morning meeting the doctor 
familiarized himself with the patients and discussed important issues of the day with the 
senior physician. Once a week the chief doctor came for visiting the patients. There were 
also emergencies like reanimation or epileptic seizures. There was also an increase of 
patients with respiratory problems like RSV-Pneumonia earlier this year compared to the 
years before. When the ward work was done, I was also able to examinate the children 
in the emergency room or go to special consultation hours. The senior physician 
explained every week special topics in student classes. This was helpful and educational. 
All in all, I was very happy at Paediatrics.  
 
During the mobility I lived in Nuremberg near the city centre. It’s an old romantic town 
with nice lakes in the surrounding area. My work route was to both clinics approximately 
half an hour. Near Nuremberg is Erlangen which is a smaller town with many students 
like Pécs. The area is also good for hiking which I enjoyed a lot.  
 
I am very grateful for the opportunity to work abroad in connection with Erasmus+ and 
their financial support. I would highly recommend the program to every student in the 
last practical year. It is a chance to gain a lot of experience!  
 

 


