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An unparalleled 
super-resolution 
microscope laboratory 
has been inaugurated 
at UP Medical School
The Super-resolution Microscope Laboratory (Nano-Bio-
Imaging Core Facility) at the University of Pécs (UP) Medical 
School (MS) was named after Professor István Ábrahám, 
former director of the Institute of Physiology who passed 
away in April 2021. In the core facility, there are tools for 
individual molecular tracking as well as instruments that 
reveal the nanoworld to researchers.

At the naming ceremony on 
13 December, Dr Péter Buzás, acting 
head of the Institute of Physiology 
said that with the establishment 
of the laboratory, a microscope 
complex unparalleled in the 
European Union has been created.

It also includes several super-
resolution instruments suitable for 
individual molecular tracking, and 
the devices operate in a completely 
dust-free, temperature-controlled 
environment. Péter Buzás added 
that there is practically no branch 
of medical and biological research 
where the knowledge of such 
equipment would not be useful. 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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“The wavelength of light is an 
impenetrable obstacle for light 
microscopy, since it determines 
the maximum resolution, or how 
far we are able to differentiate 
between two separate points. 
This so-called diffraction limit 
can be exceeded with electron 
microscopes using different 
technology. However, this 
technique is restricted in its use in 
physiology, since samples have to 
be frozen and under vacuum; this 
means that there is no chance 
of studying their life processes. 
This has long prevented us from 
seeing what is happening inside 
cells—this limitation has been 
overcome by the so-called 
super-resolution microscopy or 
nanoscopy, which uses a variety 
of tricks to circumvent the limits 
of physics,” explains András 
Lukács, associate professor at 
the Department of Biophysics.

The discovery, which won the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2014, 
has led to the appearance 
of various super-resolution 
technologies. One of these is 
the STED microscope: it uses 
two laser beams to differentiate 
between two points. One of them 
stimulates molecules that will 
emit light due to fluorescence, 
the other puts them back on 
their base status. The result is 
impressive: while the blotchy 
images made with conventional 
technology are visible on one 
side of the screen, the other 
side shows the structure of the 
pattern nicely

This device is used to study the 
cell membrane. While the area 
would look homogenous with 
a traditional light microscope, 
super-resolution opens a whole 
new world of various shapes 
of objects and structures. The 
researchers explain that with 

Pioneering super-resolution 
research at the University of 
Pécs Medical School
At the Nano-Bio-Imaging Core Facility of UP MS 
Department of Physiology, the Nobel Prize-winning 
technology is being used to investigate hitherto 
unknown forms of communication between cells and 
their significance.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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the help of the new microscopy 
technologies, we know that 
the cell membrane is not a 
homogenous surface, but its 
regions play an important role 
in signal transmission; they are 
studying the basic principles of 
this process. All of this can play 
a huge role in brain research; 
some theories suspect that 
these regions and their changes 
might have an expansive role in 
the aetiology and pathogenesis 
of neurodegenerative diseases.

The N-STORM microscope 
works on a different principle: 
it stimulates molecules with 
randomly generated, low 
energy laser impulses, then 
combines samples to form 
an image. A screen next to 
the SIM microscope, which 
uses structured illumination, 
allows you to observe strange 
filaments–nanotubes that 
connect cells.  The novelty of the 
research and discovery is shown 
by the fact that the tubes re-
defining our current knowledge 
about communication between 
cells have not yet been added to 
the medical curriculum.

The nanometre domain

The existence of nanotubes has 
rewritten what we know about 
the processes between cells. It is 
a major discovery in the cellular 
spread of diseases, as pathogens 
can bypass the immune system 

and infect cells through them. 
Providing a path for viruses is 
of course not the main function 
of the tubes; individual cells 
transmit mitochondria to each 
other through them.

Studying the movement of 
mitochondria between nerve 
cells–a brand new field of 
world-pioneering research in 
Pécs–could bring us closer to 
understand the process and 
hopefully the treatment of such 
terrifying neurodegenerative 
diseases as Alzheimer’s and 
Parkinson’s; more and more 
evidence shows that the 
degeneration of nerves is caused 
by the transmission of damaged 
mitochondria.

The pharmaceutical industry has 
already started the application 
of nanotubes as well; however, 
it is still wholly experimental: the 
goal is to get the active agent 
to the targeted cells wrapped in 
so-called nanobeads.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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The novelty of the research 
area is shown by the fact that 
there are not many places 
dedicated to this research in 
the world; few places have the 
necessary equipment. Moreover, 
the clinical background is also 

crucial for the monitoring and 
further development of research 
findings.

Official webpage:  
Nano-Bio-Imaging Core Facility

Dr Attila Miseta, rector of the 
University of Pécs emphasised in his 
speech that István Ábrahám played 
a major role in the establishment 
of the Super-Resolution Microscope 
Laboratory. As he put it, the director’s 
“legacy is not negligible, he did not 
consider anything impossible; if he 
wanted to achieve something, he 
pursued it in every way.”

After the speeches, the memorial 
plaque of István Ábrahám was 
inaugurated with the participation 
of the professor’s daughter, Viktória 
Ábrahám, and the nameplate of 
the Super-Resolution Microscope 
Laboratory bearing the name of 
the deceased professor was also 
unveiled. At the same time, Viktória 
Ábrahám’s installation symbolizing 
the Nano-Bio-Imaging Core Facility 
was presented.

Later, the participants could get 
acquainted with the history of 
the establishment of the Super-
resolution Microscope Laboratory, 
as well as listen to professional 
lectures, and in the afternoon, 
guests could visit the laboratory.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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One billion HUF development 
at the Simulation Education 
Centre

Demand for the centre’s work has 
been growing each year: right 
now, there are about 1,500 contact 
classes here every semester. This 
has made the expansion in area and 
modernisation of the equipment 
used in simulation training necessary. 
The investment will increase the 
number of seminar rooms, and will 
also involve a complete renovation 
of the corresponding parts of the 
building.

The Simulation Education Centre 
is being renovated with a budget 
of more than one billion HUF. The 
developments will increase the 
area of the lab over six times 
the current size, while it will also 
include a new teaching lab with 
virtual and augmented reality (VR/
AR) technologies. The Simulation 
Education Centre will also house the 
25 dental phantom lab workstations 

The UP Medical School Simulation Education Centre 
(MediSkillsLab) has been operating on the fourth floor of the 
old theoretical building with its 280 m2 area since 2015. Its 
primary mission is to develop the manual and communication 
skills of undergraduate and postgraduate medical students, 
doctors and health science professionals, thus providing full 
support for clinical education programmes. We introduced 
the MediSkillsLab in Issue 5 of our Newsletter.

supporting the Dentistry Programme 
at UP MS.

Rooms supporting the education of 
communication skills will be furnished 
to resemble real doctor’s offices and 
hospital rooms, while the translational 
medicine concept unit will provide 
high-level training in prehospital 
care in an operational environment. 
The audio-visual system will be 
upgraded and enhanced to support 
training, which will greatly facilitate 
not only the recording and playback 
of educational content, but also the 
development of digital curricula 
from it.

As a result of the project, the 
interdisciplinary Simulation 
Education Centre of UP MS will not only 
be a regionally unique institution, but 
it will also be able to provide training 
in modern medical technology at 
European and world class level.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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The closing event of the project 
of the UP 3D Centre
The University of Pécs 3D Printing and Visualisation Centre 
uniquely combines equipment and expertise with innovation 
opportunities in a diverse university environment. The UP 
3D project, as an essential regional strategic program, was 
a direct initiative of the rector and brought together the 
relevant innovation efforts of several faculties —Faculty of 
Engineering and Information Technology, Faculty of Music 
and Visual Arts, Medical School, Faculty of Sciences, Faculty 
of Business and Economics.

The UP 3D Printing and Visualisation 
Centre was established from the 
GINOP tender with the support of 
the government and the European 
Union. The establishment began 
in 2016. Today, it has a complete 
portfolio of services based on 
3D technologies that can serve 
researchers, healthcare and 
industrial actors, the R&D&I activities 
of UP and the region, educational 
goals, and even individual needs. 
You can read more about the UP 

3D Centre and ongoing projects 
in earlier issues of our Newsletter: 
Issue 4, Issue 6. 

The professional management 
of the program placed great 
emphasis on all development 
phases to be carried out in-house, 
from technical design to physical 
implementation, so that even 
market-ready products can be 
created. The scientific excellence 
of the staff and the diversity and 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://gytk.pte.hu/en
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multidisciplinarity of the projects 
are what make UP 3D Centre so 
exceptional among 3D workshops.

Interdisciplinary areas, such 
as prosthetics in personalised 
medicine; simulators for general 
medical education; cost-effective 
and rapid prototyping for industry; 
casting for foundries; preparation 
of concept model for tenders, 
and even manufacturing vehicle 
components. 3D imaging solutions 
have priority (for example, 3D 
scanning, photogrammetry, virtual 
and augmented reality-based 
solutions), the areas of 3D-based 
education and design (to support 
medical training areas especially), 
and the customised development 
of related software solutions.

The special professional and high-
quality, innovative environment 
has culminated in collaborations 
and projects such as working with 
CorvusMed, a prosthetic design 
and manufacturing company, and 
establishing Prolimb, a university 
spin-off company developing a 
prosthesis operated by the Ember 

Arm artificial intelligence, capable 
of learning. A bioprinter and the 
3D material technology tests on 
biocompatibility and sterilisability 
serve specifically practical 
purposes in cooperation with the 
Faculty of Pharmacy. Surgical 
drilling and cutting templates 
(Department of Neurosurgery), 
manual medical instruments 
(Department of Dentistry, Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery), simulation 
models (Department of Paediatrics) 
are being developed and created 
for the UP Clinical Centre.

It is safe to say now that the 3D 
initiative is one of the success 
stories of UP. Everyone involved in 
the implementation agreed that 
the closing event did not mark the 
end of a project but the beginning 
of something even greater, through 
being committed to making the 
institution a significant educational 
and scientific centre soon, both 
domestically and internationally, 
promoting regional development 
plans, as well as the university’s 
marketisation processes.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://aok.pte.hu/en
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The rise of smart technologies 
in healthcare
The project “Establishment of the Centre for Health Data 
Analysis, Data Utilisation and Development of Smart Devices 
and Technology at the University of Pécs” (Competence 
Centre), which will start in 2020 and end in December 
2022, will be implemented with nearly HUF 2 billion non-
refundable EU support. The University of Pécs, the 4iG Ltd., 
and Bay Zoltán Applied Research Public Benefit Non-
profit Ltd. are working on a bioinformatics analysis software 
package, which is an international novelty, and a robotic-
assisted care opportunity.

A huge amount of data is generated 
during clinical trials, the handling 
and structuring of which is difficult. 
The rise of smart technologies in 
healthcare provides a solution to 
this problem, as modern tools can 
be used to efficiently collect data 
on the health status of individuals. 
Once the data is processed with 
advanced analytical solutions, they 
can provide targeted feedback 
to patients and healthcare 
professionals. It also leads to the 
transformation of medical practice 
and supports personalised 
medicine. Due to the ever-
increasing costs of the healthcare 
system and the limited resources of 
the industry, there is an increasing 
emphasis around the world on the 
digitalisation of healthcare and the 
exploitation of new data processing 
technologies, strengthened further 

by the development of molecular 
medicine.

“We want to create a Competence 
Centre that can cooperate 
with industry actors to develop 
innovative methods of data 
collection, information processing 
and analysis and use them to 
develop new health technologies 
and services,” said Professor Attila 
Miseta, Rector of the University of 
Pécs.

“The other goal of the project is 
to develop data-based health 
services that can be used to 
organise healthcare more 
efficiently, reduce the burden of the 
university and healthcare providers 
nearby, and free up resources,” said 
Dr István Wittmann, professional 
leader of the project, head of the 
University of Pécs Competence 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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Centre. The professor also said 
the Competence Centre wants to 
create a digital health ecosystem 
with quality, valid health data for 
health technology and smart 
device developments. To this end, 
it aims to develop competencies to 
support the development of health 
technologies in the different phases 
of R&D&I with appropriate health 
data and analytical solutions based 
on them, in close cooperation with 
industry partners.

A further aim of the development is to 
create cross-border collaborations, 
thus getting involved in international 
research networks. Its long-term 
goal is to develop and operate 
a market-based, self-sustaining 
research network.

The project is implemented in 
the frame of the Széchenyi2020 
program, with the support of the 
European Union.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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The website of the Medical 
School won The Website of 
the Year award in education 
category
The renewed website of UP MS was chosen as The Website 
of the Year in the education category of the non-profit 
professional competition of the Internet Section of the 
Hungarian Marketing Association.

The Website of the Year competition, 
which now has a history of 20 years, 
recognises the best Hungarian-
language websites or websites 
developed by a Hungarian company 
and other digital marketing solutions 
every year. The competition with a 
two-decade tradition is an open 
and independent professional 

event in which the best in each 
professional field show their skills 
and can only succeed with results 
worthy of international acclaim. 
A professional jury evaluates the 
submitted entries, and there is also 
a public vote for the website that 
appeals to the audience most.

According to the competition 
website, a record number of 
entries were received this year: 
331 websites, apps, creative and 
technological solutions, and digital 
marketing campaigns competed 
in 28 categories. In addition to 
user experience, evaluation criteria 
included design, optimisation 
for smart devices, creativity and 
category-appropriate content.

The Digital Marketing Office 
of the UPMS Marketing and 
Communications Department 
delegated the website of the Medical 
School, which has undergone an 
enormous renewal, to the prestigious 
competition where the professional 
jury selected it as the best one out 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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of 30 entries. The award ceremony 
took place on 21 December; due to 
the epidemiological situation, the 
organisers personally brought the 
certificate and the award to the 
Medical School in the framework 
of a solemn Award Ceremony 
Roadshow.

“We are at the end of a long, almost 
one-year working process, in the 
phases of which all colleagues 
of the UPMS Marketing and 
Communications Department were 
involved, either in content creation 
or developing the structure of the 
website for example,” said Zsófia 
Duga, head of the department 
after the award ceremony. As she 
said, there was a lot of design work 
involved in developing the website, 
which started at the time of the 
previous head of the department, 
Tibor Pál.

“The goal was to create a modern, 
21st-century website communicates 
primarily not with the in-house 
target audience, but through 
which we can show city residents, 
applicants, partners, and the 
general public what life is like 
here, what professional, scientific 
activities we are doing, what kind 

of developments are taking place 
at the Medical School. This kind of 
visibility is essential for universities 
in the 21st century.” 

In addition to the offices of the 
Marketing and Communications 
Department, the English and 
German Admissions and Student 
Service Offices were also involved 
in the project, as well as the faculty 
IT team and the IT colleagues of the 
UP 3D Center, the new website is the 
result of a great team effort. The 
design and the optimisation of the 
user experience were the work of an 
internationally renowned designer 
from Pécs, Zoltán Egri.

“This was an extremely complex 
project, in which a professional 
staff of nearly 15 people invested 
more than 3,000 hours,” said László 
Fekete, head of the Digital Marketing 
Office. “The new website is one of 
the most important elements of the 
Medical School’s communication 
approach and may be key to the 
School’s domestic and international 
reputation, as well as achieving its 
recruitment strategy,” he added.

Photo gallery about the award 
ceremony

https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://aok.pte.hu/en
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The Renewed Website of the 
Faculty of Pharmacy has been 
Launched
The modern, dynamic website, optimized for smart devices 
in line with international trends, reflects the cutting-edge, 
innovative spirit of the faculty, representing the institution 
worthily to the external professional audience, partners, 
and applicants in addition to students and teachers.

The Faculty of Pharmacy is the 
youngest faculty at the University 
of Pécs, but it has a long history. 
After its launch in 2016, the faculty 
soon became popular among 
Hungarian as well as international 
students interested in the training 
and planning to choose a career 
in pharmacy.

In addition to developing the 
infrastructural and educational 
methodology and professional 

relations, the renewal of marketing 
and communications was also a 
priority. For an institution providing 
quality training, it is also crucial 
to communicate its work, its 
philosophy and the opportunities 
it offers as widely as possible, online 
communication being one of the 
most important elements of this 
approach.

At the beginning of 2021, the 
leadership of the UP Faculty of 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://aok.pte.hu/en
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Pharmacy decided to renew and 
unify its brand image and the 
communication tools associated 
with it. The recipe was partly given, 
as through the cooperation of 
the marketing communication 
specialists of the UPMS, a tested 
and well-functioning team of 
professionals took over the tasks, 
and they began the work based 
on their experiences at the Medical 
School.

The new website has been developed 
by the same design, programming, 
and content development team 
that launched the new UPMS website 
last year, winning the 2021 Website 
of the Year award in the education 
category. The structure of the two 
websites is in many respects based 
on the same principles, which 

is not surprising given the close 
professional cooperation between 
the two faculties. The scale of the 
work is best illustrated by the fact 
that the faculty’s new website was 
created in more than 3,000 working 
hours.

The new website of the faculty 
awaits its visitors with a modern, 
dynamic appearance, fast 
navigation in line with international 
trends, and perfect display on all 
smart devices. At the same time, 
it is open to those interested in 
the world of the pharmaceutical 
profession. Now, an impressive, 
content-rich website is available 
to both students and teachers, as 
well as recruitment professionals 
and young people making career 
choices.

In 2021, the University of Pécs 
entered the “UI GreenMetric World 
University Rankings” international 
program for the sixth time. Thanks 
to its conscious, disciplined 
environmental ambitions and the 
related efforts, UP has been able 
to move forward year by year in 
the ever-expanding international 
ranking. The University of Pécs has 
been ranked 42nd in the world’s 
“green universities” ranking of 
956 universities, and has once 

again been ranked the best 
among Hungarian universities, 
earning the title of the greenest 
Hungarian university.

UP is still the greenest 
university in Hungary

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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Dean’s scholarship to support 
PhD qualifications
The faculty leaderships at the Medical School and Faculty of 
Pharmacy support medical and pharmacy Undergraduate 
Research Society (URS) member students who participate 
in research starting in the spring semester of the 2021–2022 
academic year, hoping to promote a higher number of 
PhD qualifications. Students showing excellent results in 
URS work are eligible to apply in the last two years of their 
gradual training. Applications opened in January.

Dean’s Representative for 
Postgraduate Education, Prof. 
Tibor Ertl has played a major role 
in establishing this support.

My experience abroad is that in 
some institutions, medical and 
PhD training run in parallel. At Iowa 
State University, for example, the 
curriculum is designed so that 
students receive both an MD and 
a PhD at graduation. This is not 
the usual four-year period, but is 
prolonged, yet the courses run 
concurrently: some years focus 
on the MD and others on the 
PhD training. Two years ago, we 
started considering how to use the 
excellent work and results of the 
URS students in such a way that 
this could be converted into PhD 
training, and in this way shorten 
the four-year doctoral programme.

Why is this relevant now?

Negotiations have been 
accelerated because of the 
change in the employment 
status of residents and the huge 
difference in financial opportunities 
between residents and full-time 
PhD students. This further limits the 
possibility for a medical graduate 
to become a full-time PhD student, 
which is what we are desperately 
in need of, as the university 
leadership wants to place the 
future generation of teachers, 
researchers and clinicians in the 
hands of PhD-level theorists and 
specialists. There could also be the 
possibility of becoming both a full-
time PhD student and a full-time 
resident at the same time, but we 
know that this is almost impossible 
as both require a whole person, and 
therefore the National Healthcare 
Service centre does not support 
this solution. However, fifth- and 
sixth-year students can already do 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
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academic research that can be 
published and form the basis of a 
PhD, and there are examples of this 
in other universities in the country.

Professor Dr Júlia Szekeres, chair 
of the Doctoral and Habilitation 
Council estimates the number 
of applicants for the Dean’s 
Scholarship to be around ten. 

Even though the number of 
applicants is not limited, I think 
that—based on the example 
from Budapest—there will be a 
maximum of ten students who 
hand in their applications, since 
we require years of URS activities 
and scientific achievements, 
all counting towards the PhD 
dissertation.

In which year should students 
apply?

The sooner the better. Since this 
program is only starting now, there 
might be students who are already 
in their sixth year. We do not want 
them to miss out, since by that time 
they can gather enough research 
material to make them eligible to 
apply. The ideal situation would be 
for students to apply in their fifth 
year, as they then have two years 
to complete the requirements.

Which are strict.

Yes, but they are not impossible. 
The application has to contain 
the recommendation of the 
supervisor–since they know the 

applicant, they will be able to 
judge whether the applicant will 
be able to meet conditions on 
time. It should also include the 
student’s previous research results, 
URS or other scientific conference 
presentations, any publications; 
basically, the summary of their 
scientific achievements so far. 
By attending PhD courses and 
carrying out research, candidates 
must obtain the credits required 
for the first two years of the PhD 
programme and can then take the 
complex examination at the same 
time as they graduate. Thereafter, 
graduates can start the second 
two years of their PhD training: this 
basically means that the length 
of the PhD study period will be 
shortened to two years.

The 140,000 HUF monthly stipend 
is also a great help in this respect.

This is indeed a nice sum. This is the 
same amount of grant PhD students 
receive in the first two years of their 
studies; and 180,000 HUF for the 
rest of their studies. A PhD degree 
is a precondition for academic 
advancement; it is necessary for 
becoming an associate professor. 
However, it does not matter in 
healthcare, where age is the only 
criterion. There is a jump in salary 
after the completion of the board 
certification exam, and then the 
salary keeps increasing with time—
but there are no extra demands for 
this. However, there are people who 
want to go abroad; in this case, 
having a PhD does matter.
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It has a prestige value.

Yes, therefore I think we will have 
applicants, and I trust that most 
of them will stay in the theoretical 
departments. This is, by the way, a 
win-win situation: it is good for the 
institutions to have PhD students 
with a medical degree, and it is good 
for students because it accelerates 
their career. After graduation, 
there are multiple options for new 
doctors: they can continue on to the 
scholarship PhD training, finishing it 
in two years, or they can start their 
residency, completing their PhD as 
distance-learning students.

Professor Erika Pintér, chair of the 
Undergraduate Research Society, 
in close cooperation with Dr Júlia 
Szekeres, has been examining for 
months how other universities 
support PhD qualifications. 
Semmelweis University has been 
operating a similar system to ours 
since 2018, with 10–15 students, and 
the experience gained from this also 
contributed to the implementation 
of the project in Pécs.

How many URS students are there 
at the faculty right now?

We have over 250 registered URS 
students, which is a high number. 
However, only about a hundred of 
them are actually active. They are 
the ones who can write a paper and 
then present it at a URS conference.

Do you think that this narrow circle 
will be interested in the Dean’s 
scholarship?

Definitely, since I have already talked 
to those fourth-, fifth-, and sixth 
year students who are seriously 
interested in science. Those fourth- 
and fifth-year students who started 
their URS work in time find the Dean’s 
scholarship a great opportunity, and 
sixth years are sorry that the option 
is only available from February. 
Those who are committed to their 
research and who are closely 
involved with their supervisor are the 
best candidates. Applicants have 
to show serious dedication, and 
meet the obligations set out in the 
call for applications. Therefore, we 
do not expect a mass submission 
of applications. If we get eight to 
ten applicants, we will have a lot to 
gain, as we are not losing our best 
students. It is a great advantage if 
we can involve them in teaching 
while they are still students, for 
example at the Department of 
Anatomy, where the demonstrator 
system works well. This can also 
mean extra income for them, which, 
together with the scholarship can 
be compatible with a beginner 
resident’s salary.

Besides the excellence, willingness 
and commitment of your students, 
your motivating role is also very 
important.

Undoubtedly. If a department 
conducts internationally acclaimed 
research and their young 
employees—associate professors, 
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assistant professors, research 
professors—are dedicated to 
teaching young people, great 
success can be achieved, because 
students want to learn; this is my 
experience after one and a half 
years as chair of the Undergraduate 
Research Society. My deepest 
fear is also that the positions for 
young people at the departments 
will empty out, because doctors 
and pharmacists are all oriented 
towards practical medicine. 
There are excellent biologists and 
chemists, but there are disciplines—

like pharmacology—that can only 
be taught with a degree in medicine 
or pharmacy. I am very confident 
that there will be a handful of teams 
that will have a deep motivation 
for scientific work and will become 
internationally competent. I hope 
they will be able to take part in 
conferences and forums, and 
publish in reputable journals. Their 
existence and presence would be 
a great driving force for Hungarian 
science, and last but not least for 
the education level at the University 
of Pécs Medical School.

In March 2022, the University 
of Pécs organises its sixth 
intercultural event series. 
Launched by UP International 
Centre in 2017, the series of 
events has become a well-
established tradition, running 
from September to May, all year 
round. The programme series 
embraces the whole semester 

has received a new title and a 
renewed appearance: replacing 
the name International Spring, 
the festival is now continued to 
run under the name International 
Seasons. Organisers are 
looking forward to welcoming 
participants to exciting and high-
quality programmes in a variety 
of campus and city venues! 

International Seasons at UP
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“The University of Pécs 
Medical School has given and 
continues to provide very 
strong theoretical knowledge”
György Lovász, MD and Ágnes Lakner, MD met at the 
Medical University of Pécs, they were groupmates during the 
clinical years. As is often the case, love became marriage, 
and although they began to furnish their common life at 
the county seat of Baranya, they eventually found work and 
home in the United Kingdom. György is a chief physician, 
chief surgeon, and director of Orthopaedics at the Practice 
Plus Group Hospitals, and Ágnes is a paediatrician at a 40-
bed elective surgery centre and works as a chief physician 
at Chesterfield Royal Hospital. They consider university to 
be the most beautiful years of their lives, they believe they 
got a lot from it, it’s no coincidence that their sons also 
graduated here.

Did you both get admitted to 
university in the first place?

Ágnes: My husband got accepted 
in first place, I got in for the second 
time. After graduating from high 
school, I worked at the Neurology 
Clinic, in the EEG lab, as an assistant. 
The experience there, the first close 
connection with healing, confirmed 
in me the determination that this 
is what I want to deal with in the 
future. In the evenings, I attended 
a university prep course, which, in 
addition to studying, also provided 

an opportunity to establish long-
term friendships.

https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://gytk.pte.hu/en


University of Pécs • Medical School / Faculty of Pharmacy

International Newsletter 21

Why did you choose Pécs?

György: I grew up here, I went 
to school here, so there was no 
question that I would come to 
university here.

Ágnes: I grew up in a small village in 
Vas County. I chose Pécs because 
my parents attended the Teacher 
Training College and my brother 
also studied here.

What were the university years 
like?

György: The medical university has 
always been one of the studious 
institutions, in order to achieve 
a good result, a lot of time had 
to be spent in front of the books. 
After passing the anatomy exam, 
I started undergraduate research 
work at the Anatomy Institute, 
which helped me gain insight into 
the details of scientific research. I 
benefited greatly from this later in 
my career. Student life was vibrant, 
the local students and the students 
at the dorms had a great time 
together in the weekend discos 
held in the dormitories. The sport life 
also remains memorable, I was a 
member of the university basketball 
team. We had a very good team 
spirit on the field, and we spent a lot 
of time together outside of it as well.

Ágnes: The everyday life was 
dominated by tons of studying. I 
was a dormitory student all along, 
I enjoyed its atmosphere. Studying 
together, the closeness of my 
groupmates and a quick access to 

them was important to me. For the 
first two years, I lived in the dormitory 
at 48-as Tér, first in a six-bed and 
later in four-bed rooms, then I 
moved to the Jakabhegyi dormitory, 
where I was accommodated in a 
more comfortable double room.

I presume your love was entwined 
at the university.

Ágnes: Yes, we were in the same 
group during the clinical years. 
We really discovered each other 
in the sixth year and were already 
planning a common future when 
fate separated us. As the result of the 
job applications, I started working 
in Szombathely, in the Neurology 
Department, while György stayed 
in Pécs. The following year we got 
married, and eight months later we 
were able to start our life together 
in Pécs.

What was the university 
atmosphere like?

György: Strict, the requirements 
were high, but we received all the 
help from the teachers and the 
university staff to achieve a good 
result. The number of staff was not 
as large as today, the practices and 
the lectures were well-organised 
under appropriate conditions.

Ágnes: All professors and lecturers 
listed their own field as the most 
important, and it had a big impact 
on me. Since I planned to specialise 
as a general practitioner—who 
must have adequate knowledge 
in all areas—I took every subject 

https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://aok.pte.hu/en
https://gytk.pte.hu/en


University of Pécs • Medical School / Faculty of Pharmacy

International Newsletter 22

seriously. Eventually, I did not 
become a GP, but it still provided 
a good basis for the professional 
changes that were necessary for 
several reasons during my forty-
year career. As a university student, 
we have often felt that we had to 
learn an unnecessary set of data, 
although I already considered this 
as a good workout for the future, so 
I passed this approach on to our 
children as well.

Who were your prominent 
lecturers?

György: I remember prominent 
individuals mostly from theoretical 
departments. We had many 
acclaimed, truly characterful 
professors and lecturers who also 
greatly shaped our personalities. 
Such professors like József Tigyi, 
Béla Flerkó, and Endre Grastyán, 
but the assistant professors and 
teaching assistants leading the 
internships in the institutes were 
also excellent lecturers. Among 
them György Sétáló, who later 
became a professor of anatomy; 
Árpád Németh, the pathologist 
and later a professor of forensic 
medicine who unfortunately died 
very young; Róbert Ohmacht from 
the Institute of Chemistry; and my 
microbiology team leader, Júlia 
Szekeres I remember the most. It 
is more difficult to highlight similar 
characters from the clinics, because 
the student-teacher relationship 
was completely different there than 
at the theoretical institutes, but I 
still remember András Guseo, who 
was able to make neurology really 

enjoyable, interesting. He showed 
that learning nerve pathways with 
great effort makes a lot of practical 
sense; and Professor Károly 
Ozsváth’s psychiatric lectures 
were also extremely interesting and 
attention-grabbing.

How did György orient yourself 
towards orthopaedics and Ágnes 
towards paediatrics?

György: I accidentally got involved 
in orthopaedics and locomotor 
medicine. After graduation, I was 
admitted to the Balf Spa Hospital, 
where I came into contact with 
many musculoskeletal patients 
who underwent or were to undergo 
orthopaedic surgeries. The idea that 
these patients could be helped a lot 
in a surgical profession matured in 
me there.

Ágnes: After a few twists and turns, 
I got to paediatrics. As I mentioned, 
I was basically attracted to general 
practice, but after I had an insight 
into neurology before university, I 
thought I should first get a specialist 
certificate in neurology and only 
then go out into the field. I worked 
for a year in Szombathely, in the 
neurology department, and then 
moved to Pécs to reunite my family, 
where I got a job at the Health 
Service. After a few months, we both 
applied for a job at the Sopron State 
Sanatorium, where we were offered 
company housing and a job with 
good professional opportunities, I 
in paediatrics. Our long-term plan 
was to return to Pécs, which we did 
in 1986. As there were no vacancies 
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in the district medical service 
after my specialisation exam, I 
became a full-time school doctor 
and worked in this position for 25 
years. In the meantime, I passed 
the specialisation exams in school 
health and sports medicine. The 
inspiration for the latter came from 
the need for specialised knowledge 
to care for the students at the 
Physical Education Primary School 
and Sports School, as well as for 
anthropological measurements 
and analyses in collaboration with 
the University.

How did you get to the UK?

György: I spent many years abroad, 
mainly in the Anglo-Saxon area 
(USA) and in countries where the 
English language and the English 
method of medicine was used 
(United Arab Emirates). Anglo-Saxon 
medicine with its radically different 
mentality and less authoritarianism 
was sympathetic, so moving 
abroad was not a difficult decision. 
When the Labour Party, then in 
government in Britain, set up a small 
hospital system called Treatment 
Centres to reduce long waiting lists, 
I knew that was where I belonged. 
I wasn’t alone in this, getting a job 
was relatively easy, so many of my 
colleagues and I took this route. 
What we learned there was that 
getting in was relatively easy but 
staying in was much harder. Quality 
control is very serious there, even 
more so nowadays, it’s easy to 
be shown the door if you make a 
mistake.

Ágnes: I moved out a year later, 
after our elder son became a 
medical student in Pécs. I spent a 
year and a half studying languages 
and doing courses at Warwick 
University before I got my first 
post as a locum paediatrician. 
The biggest challenge was—and 
still is—dealing with child abuse, 
which is unfortunately particularly 
common here and is therefore 
highly emphasised, with the role of 
the doctor being strictly regulated.

How do you feel yourselves there? 
What is the working atmosphere 
like?

György: Life is not easy anywhere, 
especially not in medicine, even if 
it seems from the outside. I have 
everyday problems here too, but 
at the same time I feel really good 
about the system here. Hierarchical 
medicine at home was never to my 
liking. Here the specialists are more 
or less equal, and colleagues can 
discuss problems in a relatively 
relaxed way. At the same time, 
there is accountability, everyone is 
responsible for their own decisions, 
you cannot appeal to the decision 
of a chief doctor or a professor. You 
can ask for advice, of course, but the 
final decision is individual, with the 
responsibility that goes with it. This 
gives a high degree of autonomy 
and self-confidence.

Our hospital is a special, 
multinational community, we get 
along well with each other. The 
country is multicultural, with all its 
advantages and disadvantages, 
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but at least our foreignness and 
accent are not being picked on. The 
mentality is relatively open, life runs 
smoothly, the rules are clear, even 
for non-native speakers. Nothing to 
complain about. Covid and Brexit 
may have changed the system 
a lot, but they haven’t made any 
decisive changes to my daily life 
so far.

Ágnes: I am currently working in 
my fourth job. Unlike my husband, 
I have never had a Hungarian 
colleague with whom I could discuss 
professional issues in my mother 
tongue. I had to keep an open 
mind, study what my colleagues 
trained here do, how they do it, keep 
learning, adapt to the system. My 
English colleagues are polite, they 
help me when I ask for advice, but 
because of their situation they have 
no idea what it’s like to put down 
roots in a foreign country, to work 
in a new job. Since I’ve had more 
Indian colleagues, I’ve noticed 
more care.

Exactly what jobs do you work in?

György: I am the chief physician in 
a 40-bed elective surgery centre, 
chief surgeon, and clinical director 
of Orthopaedics for a chain of 6 
elective hospitals—Practice Plus 
Group Hospitals. Our hospital 
performs planned orthopaedic 
surgery on a large scale, our 
main profile being hip and knee 
replacements, of which we perform 
around two thousand per year. The 
annual endoprosthetic output of the 
hospital chain reaches six thousand 

operations. We work 8–10 hours a 
day either in the operating theatre 
or in the outpatient clinic. I operate 
less because of my administrative 
functions, but I still do 20–25 
prostheses a month. Having done 
it for 17 years, I have a routine, so it’s 
not that demanding. In our hospital, 
three of the four full-time surgeons 
are Hungarian, so I feel almost at 
home. There are no professional 
rivalries or professional-political 
clashes, it’s friendly. I also have a 
good relationship with the nurses, 
the support staff and the hospital’s 
financial management, so I enjoy 
going to work every day. I appreciate 
them and they treat me in the same 
way.

The most important improvement 
in the last three years is that we 
have introduced hip and knee 
replacement as a one-day surgery, 
so the patient can go home the 
same day. Not everyone, of course, 
but those who are in good general 
health, don’t have a lot of internal 
medical problems and don’t want 
to spend a long time in hospital are 
discharged. We have more than 250 
such cases and nowadays ten per 
cent of our patients are operated 
on in this way. This makes us one of 
the leading institutions in the UK in 
terms of patient numbers.

Ágnes: I have been working as a 
consultant at Chesterfield Royal 
Hospital for eight years. I run a 
developmental neurology practice, 
where I mainly examine, treat, and 
follow up children with autism, 
hyperactivity, and attention deficit 
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disorder. What I find really great 
is the multidisciplinary approach 
to pathologies. As the knowledge 
of professional circles and the 
population grows, the demand 
for our work is growing. As Derby 
County’s Chief Medical Officer for 
Child Welfare, I also screen children 
in foster care and children who 
are up for adoption, my role is to 
ensure that the required standards 
are met, in collaboration with Child 
Welfare Services, Social Workers. 
Five doctors and seven nurses care 
for nearly a thousand children.

Most of County Derby is home 
to poorer, more disadvantaged 
people than the national average, 
a situation made worse by Brexit 
and the pandemic, which has put a 
significant strain on the service. It’s 
a job I’ve just been thrown into, but 
I feel it’s for me. It’s a great feeling 
to care for children in difficult 
circumstances, to be part of a 
professional team that helps them 
to live in better conditions.

You work in two different places; 
does this present any difficulties?

György: No, since we are only 25–30 
minutes’ drive from our workplaces. 
A lot of people commute, so this 
distance is close. For me, the time 
on the motorway—half an hour a 
day—is like a musical relaxation 
after a surgical programme.

Your dinners, I presume, are 
largely professional meetings.

György: Of course, because we 
both live in the world of medicine, 
we deal with it all day long, all our 
experiences are related to it. We 
always discuss interesting cases 
and lessons learned at home. We 
both love our profession; we are 
happy to share what we have done.

Ágnes: In our private life we have 
mainly Hungarian company, 
two doctor couples we meet on 
weekends, we go hiking together, 
which we usually end with dinner. 

Chesterfield Royal Hospital
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Besides family stories, we also talk 
about the profession.

Your elder son, Miklós, and your 
younger son, Bálint, also chose to 
study medicine in Pécs.

György: Yes, and it was a very 
interesting feeling when they told us 
that in some departments they had 
the same teachers as we had at our 
time. Bálint, as a double graduate 
(medical and dental), was aiming 
for maxillo-facial surgery, he was 
enrolled in that training programme 
and he will start his second year in 
Manchester in August. He has also 
submitted his PhD thesis in Pécs, 
Hungary, and will hopefully be 
able to defend it in the near future. 
My son Miklós is an orthopaedic 
surgeon in Stuttgart, Germany, 
and is currently working mainly in 
traumatology, where we have two 
young grandchildren.

Are you still in touch with your 
classmates?

György: Yes, with many of them, 
and although it is rare to meet 
them in person because of the 

physical absence, these are living 
relationships. We always go to the 
class reunions every five years, and 
this is where we can meet the most. 
We also have a family connection 
with our classmates, as my son 
Miklós’ wife is the child of one of our 
classmates.

In retrospect, how much is the 
significance of attending the 
Medical University of Pécs?

György: The university years are the 
defining years of a person’s life. The 
Medical University of Pécs gave me 
very strong theoretical knowledge, 
and as I hear from my children, it 
still does. This is the most difficult 
to acquire, it requires the greatest 
investment of energy. Based on this, 
the daily practice can be mastered 
more easily. The university years 
are a pleasant experience for me, 
and I remember my teachers and 
classmates with fond memories.

Ágnes: The university years were 
the best years of my life. The lifelong 
friendships I made then and the 
reunions in every five years help to 
keep that feeling fresh.
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“Guess the Diagnosis!” 
An interactive medical event 
for charity
MedHum is a non-profit Norwegian humanitarian 
organisation run solely by medical students in Hungary. 
The Pécs division of MedHum decided to launch a medical 
quiz show titled “Guess the Diagnosis!” to bring together 
lecturers and students in an experiential, academic 
encounter, as well as to build community while building 
awareness and raising funds for children in the Ivory Coast 
of Africa and in this difficult pandemic period.

For centuries, doctors have had 
a firm understanding of the 
mechanisms of the human body 
and mind, but with the advent of 
one of the greatest technological 
inventions of the 21st century, the 
internet, they have found a rival, 
as many people use it to find out 
about illnesses and disorders. 
Is the internet on its course of 
substituting trained professional 
medical doctors? Putting it into a 
test is precisely how “Guess the 
Diagnosis!” was conceived. 

The medical game show entailed a 
series of rounds where participating 
medical students and faculty 
members were challenged against 
one another, in a race to correctly 
guess the greatest number of 
diagnoses. Students were allowed 
to use the internet to aid them, while 
the trained medical professionals 
could only rely on their respective 
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team members. The participants 
were faced with a myriad of medical 
cases, ranging from anatomical to 
infectious, general medicine, and 
neurological studies. The program 
was highly appreciated and 
advocated by both students and 
respected faculty members. 

A week prior to the show another 
fundraising event—“Cookies 
for a Cause”—was held by the 
MedHumPécs team. Participants 
could win prizes, buy baked goods 
and hot cocoa, donate and get 

better acquainted with MedHum’s 
campaign and their upcoming 
event. 

With the tremendous endorsement 
and positive feedback on both 
fundraiser occasions, the organisers 
wish to make it a tradition at the 
Medical School. MedHum aims to 
inspire medical students to engage 
in humanitarian work, encouraging 
them to acquire the skills necessary 
to become confident medical 
professionals who can help those 
in need.
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EGSC donations from the 
proceeds of the International 
Evening
Every year the English-German Student Council (EGSC) 
donates the proceeds of the International Evening to charity 
organisations, like Pécsi Jótékony Nőegylet, Pécsi Lions 
Klub, Pécsi Közösségi Alapítvány and to various university 
departments, institutes and clinics.

Unfortunately, the International 
Evening has been cancelled for the 
last two years due to the pandemic. 
The remaining funds from 2020 
could still be used to support the 
Pekár Mihály Medical and Life 
Sciences Library, the Department of 
Paediatrics, the Division of Infectious 
Diseases at the 1st Department of 
Internal Medicine, and Department 
of Orthopaedics.

The Mihály Pekár Pekár Medical 
and Life Sciences Library received 
a grant of HUF 150,000, which 
enabled the library to purchase 
new charging cables and adapters. 
Students can borrow them on site if 
they forget theirs at home.

With the 198,000 HUF donation, 
the Department of Paediatrics 
was able to acquire two medical 
manikins for training, useful in 
paediatric resuscitation. The 
manikins can be connected to 
a mobile phone via Bluetooth to 
evaluate the effectiveness of chest 
compressions. 

The Division of Infectious Diseases 
at the 1st Department of Internal 
Medicine was able to purchase a 
scanner they use in their daily work. 
There are a lot of administrative 
obligations, which means that 
many documents have to be 
digitised before they can be sent 
by e-mail, so an additional device 
was essential. This small multi-
page scanner meets their needs, 
they use it daily and it saves them 
a lot of time.
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The Department of Orthopaedics 
received the largest donation of 
1,023,000 HUF, with the purchase 
of a four-stranded (quadruple) 
Graft harvest tool. It can be used 
to replace the anterior or posterior 
cruciate ligament or the medial 
patellofemoral ligament and the 
lateral ligament. The device makes 
the surgical technique easier and 
less invasive and shortens the 
operation time. It is therefore better 
for patients since rehabilitation 
can be faster. It is important for 

professional athletes to return to 
sport or work as soon as possible. 

EGSC is committed to supporting the 
community in which it lives through 
donations. They are honoured and 
pleased to see how their donations 
contribute to the improvement of 
patient care and education at UP 
MS. They are grateful to all who have 
participated in the International 
Evenings over the years, because 
without them, none of this would 
have been possible!
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The Bajnócky Award 
ceremony at UP MS
Dr István Bajnóczky (1942–2014) was the head of the 
Department of Forensic Medicine at UP MS. His commitment 
to education is demonstrated by the fact that he also 
taught at the Faculties of Law and Natural Sciences, and 
his courses attracted students of law and biology, as well 
as students of arts and humanities. His enthusiasm for 
classical music was also well known in student circles, 
thanks to his popular course “Death on the Opera Stage”. 
He also knew the deeper content of pieces and their literary 
background.

In addition to education and 
expertise in forensic science, his 
focus was on forensic identification, 
and the technique of video super-
projection. He published in the area 
of medical law. In the last years of his 
career, he organised and launched 
the DNA laboratory at the Institute 
of Forensic Medicine, carrying out 
paternity and forensic DNA tests. He 
was also involved in bone chemistry 
research related to identification, in 
collaboration with the Institute of 
Biochemistry. He was a member of 
several scientific societies.

Every year, the Dean of our Faculty 
may grant the Bajnóczky Award to 
a teacher, staff member or student 
who has made an outstanding 
contribution in the fields of 
literature, music, visual arts, theatre, 
photography or dance. The award 
is decided by a four-member 

board of trustees. Board members 
are the current Vice-Dean for 
Student Welfare, the widow of 
dr István Bajnóczky her authorised 
representative, and a Hungarian 
and an international student of the 
Medical School.

Dr István Bajnóczky
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The award is a bronze medal, with 
the portrait of Dr István Bajnóczky on 
one side, the inscription “Bajnóczky 
Award” in the lower third of the 
medal, the inscription “University of 
Pécs Medical School” on the other 
side, and the name of the awardee 
and the year of the award in the 
middle. The winner also receives a 
certificate and financial reward.

In the student category—as there 
was no award in 2020—both a 
Hungarian and an international 
student were awarded.

Orsolya Kintli, a sixth-year student 
has an excellent artistic sense and 
regularly helps visualise the events 

and projects of various student 
organisations (HÖK, POE, Medical 
Cup teams). Since 2018 she has also 
been teaching a course on drawing 
on the right side of the brain, 
approaching art from a scientific 
perspective. Due to the pandemic, 
she has moved her training to the 
online space.

Reyhaneh Dehdari, a fourth-
year student, has been playing 
the piano for 15 years and is a 
regular participant at University 
and Medical School events. She 
has given four solo concerts at the 
university and she also teaches 
piano to students.
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“I made good friends” 
A German medical student who 
plays for the Pécs Legioners
The Medical School in Pécs is famous for its vibrant student 
life, which extends beyond the walls of the campus: many 
future doctors and dentists indulge in some kind of hobby 
or sport here. Lukas Geisler from Germany is one of them: 
while studying medicine, he joined the Pécs Legioners, an 
American football team from Mecsekalja, where he found 
a great community where language barriers were no 
obstacle either.

The Medical School in Pécs is 
famous for its vibrant student life, 
which extends beyond the walls of 
the campus: many future doctors 
and dentists indulge in some kind 
of hobby or sport here. Lukas Geisler 
from Germany is one of them: 
while studying medicine, he joined 
the Pécs Legioners, an American 
football team from Mecsekalja, 
where he found a great community 
where language barriers were no 
obstacle either.

The 23-year-old medical student 
came from Saxony, he chose to 
study medicine because he saw 
it as a career that would give him 
the chance to fulfil his professional 
potential and make the most of 
his talents. After high school, he 
trained as a nurse and then went 
on to study at the University of Pécs 
Medical School. 

“I really enjoy my studies in Pécs. I 
love the city, the pleasant climate, 
the buzz of the community of young 
people from all over the world. It’s 
nice to meet people from Norway, 
Iran, for example, and to get to know 
how they see the world.

But sometimes this is a little difficult, 
because we Germans tend to stay 
inside our own bubble. This was 
one of the reasons why I decided 
to join the Pécs Legioners American 
football team. I came across their 
advertisement quite by chance, I 
saw that they were recruiting. I had 
never played American football 
before, but I decided to give it a try.

I joined the Pécs Legioners in 
October 2019, it was a bit strange 
at first that I was the only German 
in the team for a long time, but I 
never felt uncomfortable for a 
moment. Everyone was very nice 
and supportive. Most people spoke 
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English, only a few could speak 
German, one guy fluently who 
helped me a lot, for example with 
filling in documents.

Nevertheless, the language barrier 
was sometimes a challenge, 
especially during matches, when 
there was hardly any time to 
translate the instructions, but by 
now I have now got to the point 
where I can pretty much understand 
what is going on around me without 
translation, depending on the 
context.

A year and a half after joining the 
team, I can say that I have made 
friends in the Pécs Legioners. 
The first season has brought the 
community together and I feel that 
a strong bond has been formed 
between the team members. 
Everyone is joking around, having 
fun, and enjoying ourselves is more 
important than the result itself. Of 
course, that doesn’t mean we’re not 
ambitious, we all hate to lose.”
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Polish student on Erasmus 
traineeship mobility at UP MS
My name is Katarzyna, I am from Poland and I’m a student of 
second year master’s in biology at the University in Wrocław. 
I have been at the University of Pécs on traineeship at the 
Medical School’s Department of Forensic Medicine from the 
beginning of September until the end of January. Originally, 
I was supposed to stay here only until 17 of December but I 
really liked the internship and I decided to extend my stay 
in Pécs. 

In Poland, during my bachelor’s 
degree I was studying Forensic 
Biology and I wanted to gain 
experience in this field. I found 
Department of Forensic Medicine 
in Pécs on the university website. 

At the Department of Forensic 
Medicine there are many different 
units. I was interested in working in 
a laboratory of Forensic Genetics 
but also, I wanted to get to know 
better other units in general, such 
as: Forensic Medicine, Toxicology, 
Histology. 

During my semester here I was 
participating in three subjects: 
Forensic Medicine, Forensic Medical 
Genetics and Biotechnological 
Methods in Forensic Medicine. I liked 
all of the subjects. The teachers 
were talking about and showing us 
a lot of interesting cases, which was 
helpful to gain knowledge and I have 
learnt a lot of new things. Moreover, 
during my internship I could improve 
practical skills in the laboratory. 
I was participating in paternity 
testing, diagnosis of drowning, I 
could take part in developing new 
methods in profiling canine DNA 
and many more activities. I also 
visited the toxicology and histology 
laboratories, I saw many cases of 
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autopsies, which was a new and 
interesting experience for me as I 
have never had an opportunity to 
see it before. 

One of the difficulties I had was the 
language. Not in every place it was 
possible to communicate in English. 
Also, at the beginning after arrival 
we had to do a lot of the paperwork 
for example: in Registration Office, 
Immigration Office, doing the 
student card, etc. But we had 
received useful information from 
the university with all steps to do. 
Everyone at the university was very 
helpful and I could ask anyone for 
help—my supervisor, my buddy, or 
people working in the office. 

Pécs is a beautiful city and a great 
place to live for students. It’s not 
a big town but it offers a lot of 

different events and activities. There 
is a lot of places worth to visit—city 
centre, surrounding hills, and the 
architecture is breathtaking. In my 
free time I liked to go hiking and 
exploring new places. I visited in 
Pecs: TV tower, planetarium, zoo, 
Zsolnay Cultural Quarter and many 
more. 

Both the University and ESN were 
organizing a lot of events. I took 
classes of swing and salsa in 
Dancing University. We had a lot of 
integrations events for international 
students. For example, country 
presentations—where every week 
we could get to know better 
culture of other countries. We could 
participate in pub quizzes, billiard 
and board game nights, parties. I 
have tried here a lot of delicious 
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and traditional Hungarian food—
one of my favourites was lángos. 

I was living in Szantó Kollégium, 
where I had the best roommates 
ever. In Pécs I’ve met amazing 
friends from different countries and 
even different continents who have 
become my international family. We 
were spending time and traveling 
together. During this semester 
I had the chance to visit some 
other Hungarian cities for example: 
Budapest, cities of Balaton: Siófok, 
Tihany, Keszthely, Hévíz, Tapolca and 
some towns around Pécs: Villány, 
Orfű, Siklós, Harkány. I’m very happy 
that for the first time in my life I could 
take a bath in a thermal lake and I 
could explore the underground lake 
in Tapolca. 

In Hungary I’ve spent some of the 
best 5 months of my life. I’m very 
grateful that I was accepted for 
the internship and that I had the 
opportunity to be part of the team 
in the Department of Forensic 
Medicine where I’ve met very nice 
people and I could always count 
on help. I’m also so happy that I 
could live and discover Pécs and 
other cities, get to know Hungarian 
culture and that I’ve met amazing 
friends. 

In Pécs I was feeling like at home 
with a new international family. It 
was a very good experience for me, 
I have a lot of great memories and 
I can highly recommend everyone 
to study or do traineeship in Pécs.
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