
My ERASMUS Experience 

I heard of ERASMUS program from an older year student. She went to Poland for 3months in 

her final year. She was completely smitten by her experience and strongly recommended it to 

me. She hinted me of a few requirements especially from academic point of view so that I can 

prepare myself beforehand. I was very pleased to have my application for ERASMUS program 

approved when the time came. The workers at the ERASMUS office in our Medical School 

were also very helpful during the application process.  

I commenced my ERASMUS program in September, 2017. During the 11/5 hours journey from 

Pecs to Osijek, I enjoyed watching the scenery. It was going on a road trip to the country side 

as we drove through small towns, factories and lots of farm land. We also drove past the popular 

Drava River that passed through several countries. The ERASMUS office in Osijek gave me a 

warm welcome on the first day I reported including a gift package. The gift package contained 

papers with detailed information on things I needed to know, a mug and a T-shirt. The mug and 

the T-shirt had the University name written on it. You cannot help but feel special. ESN buddy 

was assigned to me on the same day. My buddy helped me with many things including keeping 

me company sometimes. The local people were very kind as well. Majority of the people spoke 

very good English. The ones that could not were willing to make effort to help me out with 

directions to places or other questions I had, even if it meant signing their responses with their 

hands only. With all of these, I naturally connected with the town instantly. It was as if everyone 

was working to make it a good experience for me both in and outside the hospital where I did 

my rotation. There was no room for me to feel unwelcomed. 

My first month was spent in the school dormitory. I had to register with the Police department 

as a way of registering with the immigration but that was not a complex process. The rest of 

my stay was in a theological school dormitory. The rent for the former and the latter were 875 

kuna and 1000 kuna respectively. The city has well designated bicycle tract. I rode around the 

city on a bicycle because it felt very safe. The transportation system is very well organized with 

trams and buses to take you around. Hungarians have a strong cultural presence in this part of 

Croatia. I attended the Hungarian festival week and had a chance to dance with them. The cost 

of living was affordable as a student. The ESN had couple of activities for all the ERASMUS 

students. It was a good chance to experience other things outside academic activities. I had the 

opportunity to meet students from different parts of the world e.g.: Turkey, Spain, Poland, 

Germany etc. I made friends with the locals and had the opportunity to go to a couple of family 

dinners. My spiritual life was not left out as I found an Anglican church to worship with on 

Sundays. I can boldly say that I do not regret my stay here and that it was totally fulfilling. 

My mentors in the hospital were willing to explain the medical procedures as I was working 

with them even when the pressures of work mounted. They even let me do most of the things 

they do. It was a very stimulating environment for me as a future doctor. I learnt a lot that I 

looked forward to each working day. I did the morning meetings, the morning ward rounds with 

them and all the activities they were engaged in during their working hours. I basically felt like 

I was part of them. I could not have asked for a better place to do my medical rotations. At the 

end of every program, each of my mentors for the rotations I did in Obstetrics and Gynecology, 



Internal Medicine, Surgery, Traumatology, Neurology and Emergency Medicine formally 

evaluated my program using an official ERAMUS form.  

Given my experience, I would totally recommend ERASMUS program to the other medical 

students. It does not only help you see how medicine is practiced in other countries but helps 

broaden your outlook on life. 

I did not take much pictures but below can be found a picture I took with some friends that 

organized a pizza night where we watched movies together. 
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