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My name is Maria Tellols. I am from Castellon (Spain) and I study medicine in Jaume I University. 

This year, I have been part of the University of Pécs community during the academic course 

2019/2020 thanks to the so called “Erasmus mobility”. 

Last year I was all the time thinking about doing something different, special, something to break 

the routine. It is easy to imagine that a student wants one year different in a career of six years. 

So, I talked with lots of friends who have been or were staying in an Erasmus mobility and I 

decided that this year would be my moment.  

Particularly, I chose Pécs because for sure, I wanted a destination where I could speak and 

improve my English. So, I thought that Pécs would be a very good place regarding that. Besides, 

I also wanted an affordable country. It is not easy to be dependent of the money of your parents 

and tell them that you want go one year abroad. For this reason, choosing a not really expensive 

place, where the life is relatively cheap compared with your country, is a good point on your side 

at the time of choosing. Furthermore, I have one friend that stayed in Pécs last year, so you can 

imagine how this girl helped in the decision. She encouraged me and my friend Elena (we came 

together from the same class) in order to take Pécs as destination. She told us the good quality 

of Pécs University, the incredible practices and teachers, undoubtedly, she told us about the 

incredible ESN members that were in Pécs. Obviously, after taking all of these into account, I 

finally chose Pécs to go with the Erasmus mobility (a choice that I will never regret). 

I do really think that the education format in Pécs is really interesting. Let me explain myself. In 

my home university the practice in the hospitals are in periods. If we suppose that one subjects 

has 15 days of practices, you do it together, I mean, you go during two weeks to the hospital to 

do that practices during the whole day. Nevertheless, this is different in Pecs. You do practice 

each week of hour and a half. It’s a really good point because each week you can learn what has 

been explained in class, and that’s a really good point. Talking about lectures, here there are 

also lots of differences in this matter. I was used to having lot of hours of classes a week of each 

subject; however, here you just have 45 minutes of class per subject. It’s good because with this 

way you have much more time to study what you have done and to be prepared for your 

practices.  

Another point to consider regarding this topic is that I have never done an oral exam. In Spain 

the commonest way to do exams is written. That is why when I arrived to Pécs, I was really 

surprised about this. I was really nervous because my English is not the best, and at the beginning 

it was a little bit hard for me to fully understand the teachers when we were doing practices. So, 

at this time I was terrified about thinking of doing an oral exam. However, when the time arrived, 

my English was so much better (I had time enough to practice it day by day in the university and 

with my Erasmus friends) and the teachers were really nice. They have always tried to help me.  

I have really liked to be in this country to learn that there are a lot of different types of 

traineeships and that all of them are wonderful. This was challenging for me at first, but it’s 

really pleasant to find out that you have been able to adapt yourself to a totally different 

situation than you were used to. The only “but” that I find to this university practices are the 

number of students per doctor in the hospital. As I have said, I don’t mind that the practices are 

one by week, even think that maybe it’s better than do it all together. But what I think that it’s 

bad for the student is that when you are going to see a patient, you are 20 students with one 

doctor and one patient. This is not the point of doing practices. The thing would be, as we do in 
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Spain, having two or three students maximum per doctor, in order to be benefited to the 

maximal knowledge possible of this time with your teacher and the patients. I know that this 

may be difficult to do it sometimes, but even here I know that in some subjects is possible. The 

closest that I have been to this system in Pecs was in the cardio subject, where they at least 

separate the students into four subgroups, in which each subgroup are 6-7 students (I still thing 

that it’s quite a large number of students per teacher).  

 

 

 

Our first day in Pécs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I also want to talk about the huge alternatives that you have in the University of Pécs to choose 

and elective subject. This kind of subjects may seem not useful for some students but I promise 

that here there are some that are extremely valuable. In special, I remember two wonderful 

electives that we had in the first semester. The first one was about ORL. Th teacher is an 

incredible doctor who explains the most important and useful things about the subject. 

Furthermore, this elective was focused in the virtual approach of the matter, so we went to the 

skills lab many times to learn how to use an operation simulator. It was really impressive because 

we had the opportunity of having in our hands an extremely expensive and sophisticated 

machine that not so many students have the chance to try. Apart from this, our teacher also 

encouraged us to go to the ORL clinic to see many operations. It was a really big opportunity 

because unfortunately, in the ORL subject we didn’t have the same luck, and the practices were 

not focused on seeing patients, but just to explain theoretically the procedures that we had to 

knew. The second subject was about operational medicine, which is a very interesting approach 

of the whole matter of the medicine. I am not sure, but I think that almost all the teachers that 

I had in this subject were part or have been part of the Hungary’s army. Nevertheless, the union 

gap between all of them was obviously their huge knowledge of medicine in their own field. So, 

as it can be imagined, the classed were so interactive. Also, extremely sophisticated techniques 

were explained to later be putted in practice executed by us. I can assure that as you learn lots 

of incredible and useful things, facts and techniques, a good time was spent by all the students 

there. In addition, the best part was the field exam that we did in a farm near Pécs, were actors 

took place and we had to save them from each “situation”. It was an unforgettable experience.  

 

After this brief introducement of my opinion about the courses and traineeship, I want to talk 

about the difficulties that I had to face in some occasions and explain how I managed to solve it. 

First of all, I had a big problem the day that we had to register in the elective subjects. Nobody 

told me that you have to be very quick logging in Neptun, which almost always get collapsed and 

you have to enter a minimum of 30 minutes earlier; if not, it is really difficult to access and the 

electives get caught really quickly. So, as you can imagine, when I tried to log in, Neptun was 

collapsed (surprise), and when I achieved to access to the web page, one elective was already 



MARIA TELLOLS DOS  
4th OF MEDICINE 
CASTELLÓN, SPAIN 

full. In that moment I was really nervous because I was so worried about my learning agreement 

and all this stuff. Nevertheless, I achieved having one extra place in this elective by to the 

Register’s Office and to the head of the course (he is really kind). For avoiding this type of 

problems to future students, they should receive your advice telling them all this stuff. If not, 

they will have lots of problems related with this. In my opinion is important to know this 

information in advanced.  

 

Secondly, I had a problem about the activation of my user in the Neptun web. I do not know if it 

was my fault, or the coordinator that we had in that moment’s fault, but it was a little bit 

stressful having problems with the website. In addition, Neptun is a good website, but it should 

be explained more deeply in its usage in order to nit go so lost. There are times that was difficult 

knowing how to do some things in Neptun (even though we achieved it).  

 

Another point to consider was the dorm stay. In my case was really good. Furthermore, I was 

really lucky because my friend from last year, let us a microwave and some dishes and kitchen 

stuff extremely useful. In my opinion, a microwave is essential in a dorm. There are lots of things 

that you can do with one of it. Barely all of our friends came to our room to use the microwave. 

It was life-saving in many situations.  

 

Finally, the biggest problem that I had to face during my stay was the first days of class, when 

we did not know anyone from our classes or where the lectures or practices where going to be 

hold on. We had lots of problems on finding the exact class of each subject. Furthermore, it was 

really difficult too to achieve to arrive at time at every class. This happened to us because our 

schedule was so thigh, and maybe when you finished one class in the faculty, we have in ten 

minutes or less another class in the centre of Pécs, for example. As you can imagine, it was so 

stressful to do this every day, specially, the first days where we did no nothing about the location 

that I have told. It was so hard and difficult.  

 

Although, we had some problems to face, we also had lots of facilities in our side. Before arriving 

to Pécs, I imagined this city as a normal, not really enjoyable city (I do not why, maybe it is 

because in Spain we are really used to a good weather, and thinking about the climate in 

Hungary was a bad point to take into consideration). However, when I arrived, I was surprisingly 

pleased. The town has a unique universitary life, where the students are the major part of the 

population of Pécs. In my opinion, the University of Pécs has given an extraordinary life to this 

city. It is amazing how you go walking in the street and you mostly see students, young people 

and persons that share your interests and tastes. In addition, I was gratefully surprised in the 

number of bars and restaurants that Pécs has.  
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You can find an enormous variety of food in them: from typical Hungarian meals until Italian, 

Greek, Chinese and Arabian food. I really enjoyed going to lots of these places to relax and be 

with y friends. Nonetheless, we could not go to have dinner at some restaurants because as 

Spanish students that we are we have dinner around ten in the night, so at this hour most of the 

kitchen’s in the restaurants were closed. According to this we had to adapt to Hungarian culture 

of having the meals earlier, what I think it is really beneficial in the learning of a culture and the 

convivence in another place. These little details made you realize the differences between 

countries and you can appreciate it and learn from it.  

 

Another point to consider to choose Pécs is that 

the transport and accommodation in the city are 

wonderful. Firstly, talking about 

accommodation, the dorm where I stayed was 

really good. Even though I was very lucky 

because I shared room with my friend Elena and 

we had not any problem in the whole stay, I think 

that the rooms should be individual. I think that 

it is just a matter of privacy and if you have some 

moments in the day that you need or want to 

stay alone, you should have the chance to do it. I 

think that this is a huge point to take into 

consideration at the time of choosing going to a 

dorm or staying in a flat. Besides this, the dorm 

was quite good: we made lots of friends there 

and we made parties and reunions that were 

amazing, one of the best things of the Erasmus.   

 

Elena and I in front of our room the day we left.  

 

 

Secondly, the transport in Pécs is quite amazing. I was really surprised because in my home town 

the transport is really bad and it is almost impossible to move in public transport through the 

city, and also it is really expensive. However, in Pécs is the opposite, you have an incredible price 

for the monthly pass, and the schedule and connexions with all the city are incredible.  

 

Other thing that I have learnt about Pécs during these months it has been that I have been 

extremely lucky of going there to enjoy the sight and the parades that it has in the surroundings. 

I remember when we went the first week in Pécs (when still was summer) to the Orfu lake. Our 

coordinator recommended us to go, so we decided to follow her advice and go there by bus. We 

spent an incredible day having dinner there, swimming in the lake and we also rent a kind of 

boat there. It was amazing. Another day we went to the TV tower, where we enjoyed a 

magnificent view of the city, and where we enjoyed of a really good walk from our dorm until 

the top of the tower. It was though but worthy. We also had to go to do an exam to a specie of 

farm near Orfu where we enjoyed from the nature and the animals like goats, horses, rabbits, 

dogs and chickens. It was amazing all the space that the animals had there. Here you can see 

some photos of these different days: the first is in Orfu lake, the other is in the TV tower and the 

last one is in the farm with the horses. I remember these days as incredible each one by separate.  
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The entertainment was guaranteed. We had lots of places like Csinos, Nappali, Traffik or Pécsi 

Est to enjoy the night in Pécs. There you would find almost all the people of your own class. 

Furthermore, you have the ESN, this is an incredible “Students Network” that has volunteers 

and simple students that help in the organisation to make the lives of the Erasmus people who 

go to Pécs easier. We have been in contact even before we arrived to Pécs. In addition, lots of 

parties and events liker BBQ, flag party, the Sports day, Spanish party were organised by them. 

It is incredible how they help to achieve the feeling of being part of something. In particular, 

they achieved it when they organised trips like Siklos, the spa and the Balkan trip. It was simply 

amazing.  
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Regarding about the “Erasmus life” in Pécs I can only say the extraordinary feeling that I have 

when I look back to all those moments I have had in this incredible city. Pécs is an incredible 

place to have this experience, and even though in my opinion there are some things that can be 

improved, in global, all the experience is unique and perfect.  The friends that you make, the 

people that you meet, the cultures that you live, the places where you travel, the restaurants 

where you enjoy, the parties where all stay together, … It is simply unexplainable.  

 

As I have said, the most memorable aspects of my mobility have been the people, the friends I 

have made. I am so thankful for having made this decision, because the people that I have met 

and now by now I can call “friends” are simply a gift. And what I love the most, it is that I know 

that I have friends in lots of countries of the world, and I would always go back to these moments 

and ask them for time with them. In particular, I want to do a special mention with my Jordanian 

friends, who were the local board of the ESN. Without them this Erasmus would never be the 

same, I will always be grateful with the for all they have done. They are one of the kindest people 

I have ever meet.  

 

 

Some of the Spanish and Italian crew with 

our Jordanian friends the last day we met 

before returning to Spain because of the 

Covid-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, a part from the people, the other big memorable 

thing that I have from this experience are the trips that I have 

done with all my friends. It is the best part of enjoying these 

months. I can assure that we have not wasted any time, 

because we were all the time travelling and looking places to 

do it. From a place to go sightseeing to a place to go skiing. It 

was not about the place but about people.  

 

Furthermore, having into consideration the enormous improvement that you achieve with your 

English is also really important. As I have explained at the beginning of this report, before coming 

to Pécs, my English was not the best you could ask for. However, now I am not a native 

(obviously) I have improved, and the most important part is that I have gained tons of confidence 

in myself when speaking English in public. If someone tells you that going to an Erasmus is not 

for speaking English, do not listen.  

 

Finally, obviously I would recommend going to and Erasmus in Pécs. I think that all the reasons 

of this election are explained in this report. I hope that the photos and my words help other 

students to realize that going to Pécs could be one of the best decisions they would ever do (like 

I think that this happened to me). I would never change a decision that I have made in this stay.  

Thanks.  


