
To all the future Erasmus students in Pécs 

Hi, I'm Francesco Bongiorno, I'm 22 y.o. and I come from Italy. 

Precisely I'm from Palermo, Sicily but I live and study in Messina, a coastal city in the eastern Sicily. 

I'm in the fifth year of the Medical School in my home University but in Pécs, I attended courses from the fourth and 
fifth year in the academic year 2019/2020. 

I reached Pécs on the 25th of August and I left the city on the 26th of May 2020, staying in the city for almost 9 
months. 

Let me tell you in a few words the story of my Erasmus experience in the University Pécs and let me give you some 
tips that may help you in your future experience. 

To be honest, Pécs was not my first choice on the list of the probable 
Erasmus destination because I didn't know that much about the city 
and the University, furthermore, that was the first year of the 
partnership agreement between my University and Pécs so I couldn't 
ask for information to any colleague that previously visited the 
University.  

So I would have been the first student travelling to Pécs from my home 
institution, as an acceptance test. 

It was the first time I had travelled alone far from home, in a foreign 
country with no companion, and maybe this was the most feared thing. 

However, I decided to accept the destination and get involved in this experience because no student has bad 
memories of Erasmus and also the University of Pécs is among the oldest and well-ranked Medical School in Hungary 
and provides courses in English as well as German and Hungarian. 

One of the reasons I decided to take part of the Erasmus project for was to study in English and improve my 
language skills since I am used to study in my native language but English is essential for a carrier of a future doctor.   

Moreover, the website of the University displays a good picture of the University and the city in a very detailed way 
and provides all the information you need about the curricula and courses offered. 

Of course, I really suggest you to value Pécs as your first choice, I am sure you will not regret this because my 
experience was amazing and my overall judgment was absolutely positive! 

I arrived in Budapest at the end of August, one week before the beginning of the instruction period and from there I 
easily reached Pécs with a comfortable shuttle that I booked a few days earlier that left me in front of my 
accommodation once arrived in Pécs for about 10.000 HUF. 

If you are a bit more enterprising you can also choose the train, it takes about 3 hours and it is cheaper.  

I chose the student dormitory as an accommodation 
because it's really cheap, it's safe and mainly because the 
dormitory offers you a great opportunity to meet the other 
international students, to know them and spend time 
together during the semester when you get bored. 

Most of the Erasmus indeed will choose the dormitory as 
the first choice and you will live with all your friends in the 
same building.  

The Szàntò dormitory was quite comfortable and close to 
the supermarket, a copy shop, a gym, a pharmacy, a tobacco 
shop and just 15 minutes by foot from Medical School.  



It's relatively far from the city centre but the perk of being in Pécs is that it is a small city so if you like walking you 
can reach the main square of the city from Szàntò in about 40 minutes by foot or, more comfortably, just in 10 
minutes with the bus. 

Busses in Pécs are very efficient, you can get your student pass for about 9€ per month and go everywhere, busses 
are always on time, you can track them with the app "Google Maps" and the best thing is that they work all night 
long.  

The only flaw of the dormitory is that you have to share the room with someone else, for example, I had a French 
roommate in the first semester but I really liked him. 

Of course, if you don't get along with your roommate or you just simply need more privacy, you can always choose 
to rent an apartment in the city and the University provides you an estate agency free of charge. 

Once I settled down in my room I took part in all the activities organized all around the city in the first week free of 
courses by the ESN guy's and that's again a great opportunity to interact with  other students, to make some friends 
and discover the city. 

I really suggest you to take part in the "Welcome day" organized by your faculty where a lot of useful information 
about courses are provided and you can understand how in general the University of Pécs works.  

ESN guys were very nice, they guided us in all the afternoon activities during the week and also in the weekend. 

You will be assigned a "buddy" who can help you with every problem or simply giving tips about student life in Pécs 
or University; most of them are international student as well but some of them are Hungarian so they can also help 
you with the language. 

Hungarian is among the most difficult language in Europe, but don't be afraid of this because almost all members of 
the University community are very kind and friendly, they speak very good English and they will be happy to help you 
to solve any kind of problem. 

Moreover, the city is used to interact with many international students because of the University so you will easily 
find someone who can speak English at restaurants, pubs or shops.  

Every Thursday I used to take part in a pub of the city to the "country presentation" where groups of students from 
the same country used to show weekly, with a presentation, their own ulture, traditions and costumes and after this, 
a "buffet" with traditional food was offered as you can see from the pictures below. 

 

 

Many other activities were offered like hiking on the hills of the city, visit the famous tv tower which is a symbol of 
the city, sports day with a volleyball tournament, we also went to an adventures park, did a barbeque in a garden 
around a bonfire and of course we had many evening in a disco! 

 

 



One of the best activities I have in my memories is the regatta on the Orfu lake, not so far from Pécs.  

We divided into many groups to challenge each other with boats and we also helped our group in a cooking 
competition among different families and of course, we ate the goulash we cooked, a traditional Hungarian soup, 
and we drunk a lot of draft beer kindly offered by University.  

I loved going in the week end to Orfu lake and chill there with my friends until the sunset and enjoy the view. 

 

 

A lot of trips were offered with the other Erasmus students inside the country and in the neighbouring Slovenia, 
Croatia and Serbia. 

On Christmas, for example, a trip was organized to Zagreb to see Christmas' markets or we went to Mohàcs to take 
part in a famous Hungarian carnival. 

I also suggest you to visit Szeged, few hours far from Pécs on bus and I also strongly advise you to visit Budapest 
which is among the most wonderful European capital. 

I went to Fishersman's Bastion and from there you can have a nice view of the river Danube. 

Here on the picture, you can see an enchanting view of Budapest's Parliament from a Danube river cruise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Budapest I caught a Flixbus and with only 8€ and 3 hours I reached Vienna and it's stunning beauty. 

   

The cost of living in Pécs is surprisingly low and if you are used to live in a big city with a medium-hight cost of living 
you will get impressed of how cheap is living in Pécs.  

In fact, I used to eat very often in restaurants and drink local beers in pubs 
where you will pay less than 2€ for a big glass of draft beer! 

As far as the academic life is concerned, I attended courses form year 3rd, 
4th and 5th based on theoretical lessons and practice in the hospital of the 
city. 

Hospital is very modern and equipped with many instruments and 
simulators for laparoscopic surgery, ultrasound and so on, used to educate 
medical students.  

In the main building of the medical school, there is a huge library with a lot 
of textbooks you can read in the reading hall or borrow for months. There 
are also a lot of study room, a copy shop, the Registar's Office, a bar, a 
parcel point and even a swimming pool! 

Here are some pictures of the Univerisity and the main hall where beer 
pong tournament or even parties have been organized.  

   



I loved spending my study breaks or having lunch with my colleagues between lessons in the garden outside the 
University.  

Medical school in Pécs compared to my home institution is organized in a different way: for every course there is 
about one hour per week of the theoretical lectures and about two hours per week of practical activities done in the 
hospital with patients or simply seminars about different topics.   

During the week I used to go to University for lectures or practice three or fours hours daily to attend courses and 
this means that I had a lot of spare time during the semester.  

Practices in the hospital were very useful and formative and since they were held in parallel with theoretical 
lectures, I could put into practice theoretical notions I have learned earlier. 

Of course, don't be afraid of the linguistic gap between you and an Hungarian patient because the teacher will 
translate everything for you if the patient is not able to speak English. 

I was positively impressed by the course of "Organ Pathology"  which corresponds to the "Pathological Anatomy" in 
my home University but in Italy, it's just a theoretical course with no practice and so it’s quite boring; in Pécs beside 
the lectures we had a lot of seminars instead, with the description of microscopic anatomy, watching real slides 
taken from the department, and we also dissected real cadavers during the autopsy making me aware of the real 
anatomy, going beyond the pages of the book, relieving be from the boredom of studying topics from books and 
notes. 

I also attended the course of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, I spent many times on the Neurology department 
examining patients and on Psychiatry department performing interviews to patients in the ward and performing 
examinations on outpatients at the Otolaryngology department to get confident with all instruments used by 
phisicians and to be able to perform the basic intervention useful in the practice of a general practitioner. 

To cut short, I can affirm that the quality of education at the University of Pécs is very high! 

Professors are all very kind, available and provide you with all the material required to get prepared for the final 
exams. The majority of exams I did were oral exams based on a list of topics previously given and they required a 
practical section to assess if you acquired basic practical skills during the semester. 

Let me advise you to study a bit during the semester and more 
intensively as the exam period is getting closer and you will 
easily accomplish all your tasks, finish the exams before the end 
of the exams period and use the spare time to travel, relax or go 
back home if you are homesick. 

For example, I finished my exams in the fall semester before 
Christmas and I went back home for two weeks on Christmas 
holidays.  

The University also provides a lot of afternoon activities as 
"elective courses" free of charges like seminars, brief deepening 
courses, dance classes, sports classes or language courses. I 
never got bored! 

My typical day was going to university for courses, then in the 
afternoon chilling in the dormitory with other students and in 
the evening hanging out with other Erasmus students, have a 
beer or going to a disco. 

Of course, I spent a lot of time in the library during the exam 
period because I needed to work hard to complete successfully 
all my exams. 



Maybe the only difficulty I had in the first week was to find the location of lectures and practice because I didn't 
know about the existence of a map on the website that precisely show you where the lecture is supposed to be held; 
you just need to insert in the map the code of the 
course that you can find on the timetable and this 
shows you where you are supposed to go. 

The spring semester started in a good way as 
well, I met new Erasmus students and made some 
new friends but unfortunately, I just enjoyed the 
first two months owing to the coronavirus 
outbreak.  

Of course, all the public events and all the group 
activities were interrupted, practices were 
stopped and University closed to the students, we 
also have been advised to avoid social interaction, 
avoid travelling and staying home, all things that 
are not suitable for an ideal Erasmus experience. 

However, I was amazed by the reaction of the University and how they coped with that kind of emergency: in few 
days they organized online classes and we continued most of our education activities in a remote modality, 
maintaining a high level of the education! 

I think that the quality of an institution can be seen from the ability to cope with an emergency and the Univerisity of 
Pécs gave me tangible proof of its high quality.  

So I can say that because of this I had a great experience and gained valuable knowledge despite the pandemic 
situation. 

Unfortunately, most of the students left before the ending after few weeks because of the pandemic and just a few 
of us remained in Pécs, nonetheless, even If I was far from my family in a foreign country, I never felt abandoned or 
in danger and I decided to continue my mobility in a virtual modality. 

I went back home at the end of May and I completed my exams through the online platform form home a few weeks 
before the official ending of my Erasmus period because the Italian Embassy organized a flight for the repatriation of 
the citizens abroad since all the commercial flights had been cancelled. 

Anyway I have thank the University of Pécs for the opportunity they gave me that made me grow, strengthen me 
physically and mentally. 

If one day I had a job opportunity abroad, after Erasmus I know I would be worthy.  

I met a lot of people, some of them became my close friends and I'm sure we will meet again, some of them It's likely 
I will never see again in my life but somehow they left something to me. 

For many months I lived and studied in an international scenario because Pécs is not only Hungary but it is home for 
students coming from all around the world, you will immediately breathe this international air when you enter in the 
University for the first time and I'm sure you will love it. 

My Erasmus experience, after all, was definitely above expectations. 

Maybe, the only thing I regret Is that I planned to visit Croatia, Poland and Prague but I postponed too much and 
eventually I would not be able to visit any of them. 

Make the most of the present time and give little thought to the future is the key to fully enjoy your Erasmus. 

I remember the day of Welcome Day, watch people around you, they will become your family during your staying, 
and some of them will become your closest friends. 



It's been a long time since my first day, I've done so many activities and met so many people with their cultures that I 
didn't think it was possible in just nine months.  

Only now I do think I fully understand what I have been told at the beginning: "Erasmus is not a year in a life but a 
life in a year".  

Francesco Bongiorno  

 

            

 

 


