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REPORT OF STAY: August 2019- May 2020 

My university in Spain, Universitat Jaume I, offered a range of different cities in different 

countries. I really didn’t care much about the country of destination or the language as I am 

quite comfortable talking in English. However, I was looking more for a comfortable place to live, 

which would be close to many different countries allowing me to travel and which wouldn’t be 

really expensive as I planned to hangout a lot and expend money. When informing myself about 

the location of many cities from which I didn’t know, I chose 3 candidates for my Erasmus in 

which Pecs was included. My final decision was taken when I talked to 2 of the girls from my 

home university which came last year. One of them was my friend and when we met for the 

Christmas holidays she just had incredible words for her experience in Pecs. That moment I had 

it clear, I was choosing Pecs so I met the friend I was planning to go with, Maria, and we discussed 

it reaching the conclusion: Pecs was going to be our home next year.  

When giving my opinion about studies in the University of Pécs, I think they have a really good 

system to avoid anxiety and stress up on the students. By this I mean, eventhough the amount 

of work and material is really big as in every Medicine degree, they have an examination system 

which provides the student a chance for organising their study which is an advantage and a 

method other universities should take into consideration. For example, in my home university 

each exam is just once and a specific date so if you can’t assist or haven’t had the chance to 

prepare well for it you have to wait several weeks until you can do it and if this is the case you 

will have just that opportunity.  

We really faced a big problem at the start of the first 

semester, searching for the different places where the 

lectures and practices were taking part. We are used to 

going to a class in the university faculty and everything 

takes place there, being the professors the ones coming to 

the university to give different lectures from different 

subjects but all in the same classroom. However, here in 

Pécs is the student who moves from one place to another 

depending on the subject so it was a shock for us at first 

sight. Finally I got into the habit and now I really like this as 

you exercise walking around during the day, see student 

life around and meet friends in the streets which improve 

your day. Practices in Pécs are quite different from those 

in Spain as we usually divide in 3-4 people per week and 

spend the whole morning (8am-2pm) for 5 consecutive 

days. Here, practices (1h30min) are shorter but you have 

them through the whole semester and the group is much bigger with around 20 people. I prefer 

the Spanish system in this aspect as in 1 hour and a half with so many students its really difficult 

to analyze correctly a case study. In the subject „Internal Medicine: Cardiology“, practical groups 

where divided into 5-6 people and it made a great difference improving a lot the communication 

between patient and doctor. The practices which were more worthy for me were the ones from 

Forensic medicine department. The people working there were really professional and helped 

us with everything eventhough they knew most people didn’t like their subject. Autopsies 
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weren’t the most pleasant thing to do but they made it enjoyable and a really good way not just 

to learn about forensics but also anatomy and other aspects of medicine.  

Finally, another difference I really noticed was attendance as 

in my home university, lectures aren’t compulsory and you 

just have to go to practices. Here all are compulsory and just 

can miss 2-3 maximum so when partying or travelling we had 

to be really careful to don’t mess it all up. However, mention 

that in most of the subjects make ups where possible giving 

you the option to change into another group which had the 

practice another day or time of the same week which helped 

us a lot. each one was in a different place all over the city of 

Pécs or in University but we also didn’t knew the room 

numbers, different buildings… However, as every week was 

the same, after the first two weeks this problem got solved 

quickly. I think it would be great if in the orientation day of 

the Medical School they created small groups and gave a tour 

around the university and the 400 beds hospital as it would 

be really helpful for the students and wouldn’t take much 

time. When we assisted this event, they just gave us a talk 

and some material but a tour would have also been great to 

avoid the stress and disorientation of the first weeks.  

Other difficulty I faced was preparing my material for the exam as many subjects have topic lists 

with things which haven’t been given or lectures that then aren’t needed for the exam. In Spain 

we create a group of 15-20 students you trust and divide the different topics to prepare good 

quality notes but as we didn’t know anyone at the start or if that existed we were a bit lost as 

taking individual notes for everything during Erasmus is quite impossible. After meeting people 

in class, parties or ESN events we discovered there was a CopyShop in the city centre which sold 

some notes which were really good called Lee Notes. They were useful for some subjects but 

not for all as some had changed many topics since these were created so our friends guided us 

which to buy and which not. Most of the people we became family with were Medical students 

from 5th year so they had already coursed the subjects we had from fourth and many electives 

and for the ones we had of fifth year they helped us a lot in class and practices so we had no 

educational issues. The last important difficulty I faced was the language. Although most of the 

people I had contact with knew English because they were from the university or the Erasmus 

environment, there were several times the language made it hard to understand situations. 

Where I most noticed it was during the hospital practices where we had to communicate with 

the patient to try and find the diagnosis. Taking the patient’s history was a complete nightmare. 

However, doctors knew we were Erasmus and didn’t know the language so they organised us in 

different groups of 4-5 per patient with 1 Erasmus student in each so that the other students 

asked the patient in Hungarian and then translate it to us. They were all really nice making us 

able to learn and enjoy the practices.  

During the months I lived in Pécs I gradually became in love with the place. Pécs has a special 

thing I don´t really know how to describe it but it is just magical, extracted from a fairytale. At 

first it seems a really small place with just one important thing, one important Street where 

everything is but then you start walking around discovering really special corners. There aren’t 

many sights but the ones present and shown by the correct people are more than enough to 
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reach your heart. The first time I saw the main square I was shocked by the beauty of the place, 

so wide, clean, so historical and decorated in a perfect way. Then, the cathedral, locks in walls, 

many cute coffees and restaurants, cinema, enormous parks... stay stucked into your heart.  

 

 

Once you are tired of the city, the great advantage of Pécs 

is you have a lot of lakes near to enjoy the good weather 

and nature. The best one is Orfü as you reach there in 40 

minutes by bus and just 80 cents. During my stay I went 4 

times and the first one I was shocked about the price of 

the bus. For such a long travel so cheap? It didn’t really 

seem true. The first time we went, we were a really large 

group of Erasmus that didn’t knew each other and it was 

the perfect way to start creating bonds as the weather 

was really warm (august) and swimming over there was 

amazing. Another time we went it was totally the 

opposite, the lake was totally frozen and there where 

people with their own skates doing ice-skating, 

something I thought was really fun but dangerous as the 

ice wasn’t really stable. 

About dining, it is probably the area I 

have explored the least as I usually had 

lunch and dinner in the dorm or with a 

tupper in the university to try and save 

some money. 

.  

 

 

 



Elena Sanz Page 
4th of Medicine 
Castellón, Spain 
However, I went to many restaurants during the whole year being Paulus Café and Bohemia my 

favourites. It was incredible going out and having a really good lunch just for 5-6 euros.  

Also beers are really cheap which I think is quite important for a student’s life. A great idea was 

the creation of a special card called Visitme in which there where specific discounts in certain 

places and at certain times. This gave us the opportunity to save some money and also benefit 

the shops giving them money at times when normally nobody would go. I couldn’t miss the 

chance so I tried typical Hungarian dishes such as homemade Gulash in different restaurants and 

at some Dragonboat events and Langosh in a really good place just beside the Medical School. 

However, the best memory I have from food in Pécs was in September eating in the main square 

in a food market they did. We went a large group of Erasmus students over there to have dinner. 

Langosh and beer where delicious while enjoying a typical music concert and people dancing all 

around with good weather.  

Transport was the thing which caused the greatest impact on me. In my city, transport works 

really badly, with really little amount of buses leaving places without public communication, 

with really resticted timetables (buses come every half an hour and just from 7am-22pm). When 

I arrived to Pécs and saw buses reached everywhere, timetables which could be seen online in 

google and the frequency which was always less than 15 minutes I was shocked. Then, when 

comparing prices, the good news continued as there were monthly passes which just cost 

12Euros while in my city that costs 30Euros. The thing I appreciated the most was that buses 

continued during the whole day including the night which was really important as we lived in 

Szanto Kollegium which was 40 minutes walking from the city centre so after partying getting a 

bus and changing the 40 minutes for a 10 minutes bus ride was important. However, sometimes, 

when we were on a rush to arrive to a place or missed the bus we used the Taxis service which 

worked also really well. There were a lot of taxis and when you called, in 5-10 minutes they 

appeared wherever you wanted. Prices of this service was also really adequate as if you shared 

the taxi with other 4 people, it was less than 1 euros to reach the city centre, even lower than a 

simple bus ticket. After knowing all this, it wasn’t a surprise realizing there weren’t many cars 

around the city and most of the streets of the city centre were pedestrian with no access for 

cars. This makes the city much more natural, clean, special and comfortable.  

Finally, the train service works also 

really good allowing you to reach the 

capital of the country, Budapest, in 

just 3 hours and for just 6 Euros each 

journey. This prices are all using the 

student card which is a bureaucratic 

paper every student has to have in 

order to acquire several discounts 

especially in transport. It is a 

nightmare going to the register’s 

office to do it every 2 months but it 

is really worthy if you are going to 

get the monthly bus pass or the train 

several times which is the most 

probable as you are in Erasmus.  
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I experienced Pécs entertainment from an „Erasmus life“ point of view so I was many days 

partying or doing activities organised by the ESN everywhere around Pécs. From my point of 

view, Pécs has a really great advantage which is the ESN organisation. I have heard about the 

organization in many other cities and I really think the one from Pécs is one of the best ones as 

they know exactly which events to organize, how to create bonds, offer really cheap and worthy 

trips and create an amazing atmosphere within the Erasmus students. Events where really varied 

and led us to get to know Pécs quickly. There where city adventures, pub crawls, trips to Balaton, 

Orfü, Szeged, Siklos, BBQ in Pollack Strand…  

Siklos:  

BBQ:  

Also we did Sports events in the sport facilities from the faculty of science which were great. A 

really interesting type of event we did were the country presentations. Every Thursday, Trafik 

was reserved for us and each week was the turn of 2-3 countries to make a presentation about 

their country and prepare some typical dishes. This offered us the opportunity to learn more 

about the different cultures of our Erasmus friends.  
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Sports Day:  

 

 

 

I had the chance to experience Mohács 

carnival by enjoying the whole day in the 

small town with hot wine and taking part in 

the performances.  

 

 

 

One of the Top 3 things which made my Erasmus incredible was my accommodation. When 

making the choice between a dorm or an apartment, my friend and I had serious doubts which 

one would be better as we saw, apartments in Pécs where quite cheap. 
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For a little bit more than the dorm 

you could have a whole apartment 

well equipped. We talked to Laura, 

our friend which came last year 

and she told us the dorm for the 

first semester was the best choice 

to get to know people but that 

then in December they moved into 

a flat for the rest of the year as 

exam period in the dorm for a 

medical student was really difficult 

due to the parties, many plans, noise, 4 in the same room...We weren’t really into the fact of 

having to move all our things in the middle of December but we finally gave more weight to the 

fact of getting to know people easily as that was one of our main aim this Erasmus. That’s why 

we chose the dorm to start living in but with the idea of changing into a flat once exams where 

going to start and for second semester.  

The University arranges all the Erasmus student in the same dorm, Szanto Kollegium, which I 

think is the best idea to create bonds. Although there were some disadvantages like sharing 

rooms, small kitchens without microwave or oven, fire alarms which went on 3-4 times a day 

without being real, 3 washing machines for everyone which were continuously breaking... the 

dorm was our best decision ever! All our memories started there; the first day arriving to the 

chaotic registration room and getting to know our other 2 blockmates which were also from 

Spain, discovering what was going to be our new home the next 9 months. The first month was 

a continue meeting with different people, different cultures but all with the same will: enjoy the 

Erasmus experience as much as they could. The atmosphere in the dorm was incredible with 

always many plans, just going from one room to another getting to know new people, crossing 

by people in the corridors which improved your day without letting you feel alone. The greatest 

advantage of living in the dorm was that all the parties started here drinking outside in the 

Parking all together when the weather allowed it or inside in the corridor when it got colder. 

Also, they ended here which meant you never returned from a party alone as there was 

someone who returned at the same time, in the same bus than you even if they weren’t your 

friends but at least you were with more people which gave you security.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corridor Parties:  
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My most memorable aspect of Erasmus is clearly the people I got to know as they quickly 

became my new family. Bonds became really special making everything really intense, 

indescribable. Throughout the program I learnt to organize myself, become independent and 

enjoy every single moment as if it was the last because this experience ends up really quickly. 

Before this Erasmus, I have to admit I was really pro Spanish people thinking that although I 

really wanted to get to know people from other countries, my main Erasmus group was going to 

be with Spanish people because I thought they would understand me much better. However, it 

turned to be just the opposite. Now, I have a much wider idea about nationalities being sure 

although people have different nationalities, languages and ideas they can always surprise you 

and become your friends. For my surprise, my closest friend’s group was totally international 

with some Spanish but also French, Portuguese, German, Americans…  

 

I just have good words for this city, University, program and everything which has happened to 

me this year so I would clearly recommend the University of Pécs for your Erasmus mobility. I 

think the most important factors needed for a good Erasmus destination are low prices, well 

localization in Europe with good communications, small city with facilities, active student life, 

high quality education and with people who know English. Pécs fulfil them all so I think there is 

no doubt when choosing. However, this are my main points and for a different person they might 

change or the order of value may be different. What is clear is that it is impossible not to fall in 

love with Pécs! The Medical School has a medicine programme which is really different from 

those I have experienced or heard about so it is a good opportunity to get to know and 

experience another way of learning our amazing career. Practices are more frequent with less 

hours per day and gives you the opportunity to face many difficulties such as communicating 

and exploring a patient that just knows Hungarian. This creates the challenge of being able to 

discover the diagnosis or at least an orientation through physical exploration, using alternative 

tools and your classmates which know a bit of Hungarian.  
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Now, writing this report at the 

start of June 2020, I just wish I 

could go back one whole year 

and start the summer 

previous to my Erasmus year. 

This has been my best 

experience ever even with the 

fact of the pandemic 

Coronavirus ruining most of 

the second semester. I have 

learnt that really good things 

don’t last forever so the best 

option is to enjoy it as much as 

you can and accept its end. I 

take home a lot from Pécs 

which have contribute to my 

maturity development but the most important thing I have won is a great family with whom I 

don’t expect loosing contact because #OnceErasmusAlwaysErasmus.  

I would really want to thank everyone who took part in my adventure contributing to make 

everything look like a dream. I would always be grateful to you Pécs! 


