ERASMUS PAVIA (January-April 2013)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Pavia is a small historical city situated in the North of Italy at 30 km away from Milan. I arrived there in the beginning of January so the weather was cold and it really didn't change until I left in mid-April.

ACCOMODATION:

There are several options. I was living in a Student Residence, I got the place through the center of accommodation that is available for students and ERASMUS. The price was similar to the rent of an apartment. It seems difficult to find a place before the arrival to the city but once there it is pretty easy.

The best option to get all the information possible is to type in Facebook : ERASMUS PAVIA 2012/2013 (or the academic year you are doing).....there you will find many ads and offers of everything....from bikes for selling, renting flats, parties, activities and comments from all the ERASMUS. So I think it is the most useful tool. All the info is there.

LANGUAGE:

The university offers language courses, they do a level test and people are distributed in different classes. I took it and I found it pretty useful. Italian people have a beautiful language and they use it, so you won’t hear so many of them speaking English.

SOCIAL LIFE:

It is a university city so there are always different activities going on. Everything is posted in the Facebook group that I have mentioned before; parties, ERASMUS trips, etc. There is the possibility of getting the ESN (Erasmus Student Network) card and in this link http://www.esnpavia.org you can find how it works and different benefits, like discounts, that you can get by having the card. The ESN organizes the social life of the ERASMUS students and manage to get people together. 

Milan is just 20 min away from Pavia by train, so if Pavia seems small, to go to Milan is always an option. There is a big cultural offer, concerts, museums, exhibitions....

COSTS:

It is an expensive city but what I found reasonable were the prices for renting apartments, 300-350 EURO....and you can find nice places in the city center.

EXPERIENCE AT THE HOSPITAL

The Policlinic San Mateo is a big and modern hospital. I didn't find any problem for adaptation but it is true that not so many doctors speak English. It is a competent hospital but they are not so strict with the ERASMUS students on the means of attendance but if you show interest people are happy to teach and you get to do as much as possible. I cannot say anything regarding lessons or exams since I didn't attend or took any due to my 6th and just practical year.
........................................................

I was not so lucky with the weather, since I went in winter. But the city must be very beautiful in autumn and spring.
 You can go on foot everywhere, also to get a bike is a great idea. 
The river Ticino passes next to the city, great place to go for a walk or to lay down on the grass when is sunny and have a picnic.
Winters are cold and humid; summers are hot and humid too, this is what people say since I could not experience it.
 Food is just great, nice Mediterranean culture.
 It is easy to find students from different parts of the world and people are just happy to meet new incomings and share experiences.

My advice: get into the social networks, everything is just there. Use the Facebook group to ask and look for anything that you need. It makes your life easy.



