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Now that my Erasmus semester in Pécs is almost over, I´m looking back on six wonderful 

months in Hungary full of new impressions and experiences. 

The first question most of the people ask me, 

when my Erasmus-Semester in Pécs comes up is: 

“Why did you chose Hungary as a destination for 

your Erasmus exchange”. The second question is: 

“Where is Pécs and why didn´t you choose to go to 

Budapest?”  

To answer this I have to go back to my voluntary 

year. In 2011 I spent a year working in a home for 

elderly people in Odorheiu Secuiesc, a Romanian 

town in which more than 90 percent of the 

population are Hungarians. There I came in 

contact with the Hungarian culture for the first 

time. This experience started my interest in the 

Eastern Europe habits and the Hungarian language. 

Before I went abroad the Erasmus exchange 

seemed to be a great opportunity to get to know 

Hungary as a country itself, to keep in touch with 

Hungarian people and to improve my previous 

language knowledge. So it was really clear for me 

that I wanted to go to Hungary, if I got the 

Erasmus Scholarship. When I went to the Erasmus Office in Würzburg, my German 

hometown, they told me that there were two Hungarian cities cooperating with my 

University: One was Budapest and the other Pécs. During vacation I had already been in 

Budapest. About Pécs, 

however, I didn’t know much 

and had just heard from 

fellow students, who had 

started their studies in Pécs 

and later changed back to 

Germany.  After some days 

of consideration which city I 

should go to, I chose Pécs. I 

wanted to get a picture of 

the city my fellow students 

spent several years at. For 

me it also appeared more 

interesting to live in a less well-known Hungarian city which was totally new to me. 

 



The TV-Tower-one of the landmarks of Pécs 

The beautiful Lake Balaton 

And even after this semester I still 

wouldn´t change my mind although I like 

the capital of Hungary and think it´s a very 

lively and beautiful city. Pécs, a city of 

about 150 000, is located in the south-

western part of Hungary. In Budapest and 

Pécs you can find the two oldest 

universities of the country. This is probably 

why Pécs is one of the most famous 

University cities of Hungary. And not just 

the high percentage of students and young 

people make Pécs such an interesting city 

for studying abroad, but also the 

international atmosphere. There are not 

just classes in Hungarian, but also in 

English and German and students from all 

over the wold come to Pécs for their 

studies. So I had the chance to meet a lot 

of students from various countries, such as 

China, Brazil, Africa and of course from 

several European countries. That was 

actually a nice experience for me. 

I enjoyed the cultural offers of Pécs a lot: The classic concerts in the Kodaly concert hall, the 

city theatre, where I have seen fantastic ballets and operas, concerts in the Zsolnay Cultural 

Quarter and the live-music in all the little pubs of the city. I found a German film-club in the 

Lenau House and cinemas, where I could watch Hungarian, and International movies and a 

wide array of museums. So it is no surprise that Pécs became European Capital of Culture in 

2010.  

In addition to the cultural 

activities, Pécs offers various 

other opportunities to have fun. 

I enjoyed to go hiking in the 

Mecsek hills, which are directly 

adjacent to the city and where 

you can go swimming in one of 

the lakes, like Orfű. Pécs is well 

connected to the railway 

network, which made it very 

attractive to me to go on trips 

to Budapest or to Lake Balaton 

during the weekend. 

 

https://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/European.html
https://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/Capital.html
https://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/of.html
https://www.dict.cc/englisch-deutsch/Culture.html


Echo, Krystal and me at the main square of Pécs 

 

I liked the classes at the University, where I joined the international course of the Medical 

School. Especially the practical part in the afternoon was a good experience as were the oral 

exams at the end of the semester.  

In the beginning of the 

semester the Erasmus 

Office of the medical 

school helped me a lot 

with the coordination of 

my timetable and the 

majority of teachers was 

very kind and helpful. I 

am very pleased about 

the support of the 

Erasmus Office, Ms. 

Anett Tomózer, where I 

could go whenever I had 

a question and which 

was very well organized.  

I had the possibility to 

participate in a language 

class for three hours per week and could improve my language skills. The class was organized 

by the Erasmus Student Network that cooperated with a language school. Our teacher was 

very good and I learned a lot from her. Furthermore I went playing badminton once a week, 

which was also offered by the University and was good to get to know other students.  

The Erasmus Student Network of Pécs also organized a lot of events during the semester 

including the country presentations every Tuesday, where the exchange students met and 

could learn more about the different countries and even tried the local food of the 

respective countries. Beside this the ESN team organized several trips the students could join. 

I went with them to Eger, Debrecen, and Szeged. We travelled there as a group by bus, had a 

guided tour in each city, visited a castle and had a wine tasting.  It was great we could get an 

impression of other Hungarian cities, see more of the country and of course could taste the 

famous wines of Eger. Thanks to my two flat mates, who integrated me very open heartedly 

and showed me a lot of their university city and due to all the organized events of the 

Erasmus Network I felt at home in Pécs very quickly. Thanks for this fantastic Semester in 

Pécs!  

Cornelia Lenzen,  
Pécs, June 20th 2016 

 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 



Robert Frost 

 


