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           I have had a number of hospital practices here in Pécs and I wanted to experience somewhere 

else for a change but I was also worried about the accreditation of the place I would want to go to. I 

discussed with a friend from the upper year who graduated two years ago and she advised me to go 

to the Erasmus office and make enquiries. I went to the Erasmus office in the medical faculty and was 

told about the Erasmus+ program and what it entails. 

           I didn't have much of an expectation, I just wanted somewhere different but nice and welcoming. 

Luckily, I didn't face much difficulties in the city I went to, the people over there were very nice, helpful 

and friendly, from the citizens of the city to the students, professors and doctors. I only had a problem 

with my practice date and it was solved by the next day, thanks to the Professor in charge of the 

program at the medical faculty of the university. 

           Travelling, was a bit difficult, because there are no public transports available to take me to the 

city directly, even though they share a boundary with Pécs. I was happy to find out close to my 

departure date, that there was a driver who could take me there and back at a reasonable price. I went 

there on a Saturday, so as to settle in properly before I start my practice on Monday, however there 

was a bit of a mix up with my accommodation. But, I was able to rectify this on Monday and moved to 

another place. It was a hostel and the rent was affordable at 140 Euros per month and this included 

the heating cost as well. 

           The place I stayed at, wasn't far from the Hospital, it was barely 7 minutes away on foot, so I 

didn't need any public transport to go there. However, other parts of the city were quite far. To get to 

the Cinema I had to use the taxi which cost a minimum of 20 Kuna which is about 2.50 Euros per ride. 

Other times, I had to go to the city centre and had to use the tram which cost me 8 kuna per ride, and 

this is approximately 1 Euro. I went to a few eateries, like the Peter Pan bakery, a cafe in the city centre 

and the famous American Dollar Bar which was also in the city centre and they were all very nice and 

I didn't have to spend much. 

           The cost of living is roughly the same as here in Pécs, although the expenses are switched, in the 

sense that, the housing is cheaper than that of Pécs, but their food cost more. Nevertheless, things 

were affordable and not over the top. I didn't attend much programs because, they started late and 

towards the time I was about to leave the city. This was due to the fact that most of the Erasmus 

students started arriving at that time, I was able to attend the photo hunt and pub crawl which was a 

lot of fun, and there was the visit to the dog shelter which unfortunately I couldn't make it to. My ESN 

buddy was really nice, although she had a few exams she still made out time for me to help me 

whenever I had an issue and those at the Erasmus office were also very helpful to me. 

           The receiving institution was really warm, professional and welcoming, from the very first day I 

felt comfortable in the environment. I had to do my practices in three departments; the department 

of Internal medicine, Obstetrics and Gynecology and Emergency medicine. At the Internal Medicine 



department, I got to watch and learn how to perform a PCI, carry out exercise stress tests, 

echocardiography and even monitor the patients in the ICU and normal patient wards. 

In the Obstetrics and Gynecology department, I got to watch a lot of deliveries, caesarian sections, 

laparotomies, vaginal and cervical examinations and also ultrasound examinations. Finally, in the 

Emergency department, I was able to take patients' ECG reading, measure the patient's blood pressure, 

take arterial blood for the arterial blood gas analysis and also monitor patients who were kept in the 

ambulance area. All my mentors in the various departments were really good, they could speak good 

English and explain things to me clearly. 

           The best thing about my traineeship was everything, from the normal everyday life, to the 

hospital practice to the doctors, nurses and residents of the city. I even got to make a few friends over 

there. I gained extra knowledge, not just related to my studies, but also on the history of the city as 

well as their way of life. I would really recommend this city to anybody interested, because, you will 

get to learn a lot, have fun and form a good rapport with the people over there. 

Unfortunately I am not a picture person, so I don't have any pictures to share, only for the few which 

were group pictures and they are up on the Facebook page, but not on my phone. 

           All in all, this was a wonderful experience and I would like to say a special thanks to the Erasmus 

organization and staff members for providing such an opportunity for students like myself. And of 

course, a big thanks my ESN buddy and Hospital staff that made my stay worthwhile. 

 


