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Opening a new academic year 

Orientation Week at UP MS 

 
 

Due to this year's unusual circumstances, the Orientation Week was held 

online for both freshmen and senior students from 31 August to 4 September 

2020. The events of POTEWellCome were focusing on educational and skills 

development linked to medical studies. 

The events introduced the scientific research groups of the Faculty 

(Undergraduate Research Society, the topics offered by departments, the 

Circle of Demonstrators). Participants could get to know the efficient 

methods of thesis-writing and Ms. Anett Tomózer, Head of the Office for 

International Relations gave a glimpse into the foreign exchange programs 

supported by the Faculty. Practical activities (manual skills development 

organised by MediSKillsLab), workshops trainings, and online surgical courses 

were also available. 
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Online Education at UP MS 

Department of Anatomy 

The Department of Anatomy had already shared parts of its teaching 

material online. Their digital written materials and pictures were 

available mainly in histology on their website, which has been 

operating successfully for a long time, and they also used these in 

contact classes. In addition, text notes had previously been compiled 

by the instructors at the department. These "electronic notes" 

primarily helped students to prepare for practical courses, and by 

sharing figures the goal of the department was to help students who 

regularly attend anatomy lectures take notes, freeing them from detailed copying of the figures 

during lectures. One of the most serious digital resources of the department is a zoomable 

collection of sections, which was created as a result of the joint work of professors over the past 

few years. It became accessible to students shortly before the state of emergency was announced. 

However, the department did not have any recorded videos, these were prepared during the digital 

switchover and were uploaded to the website of UP MS. 

At the Department of Anatomy several subjects are taught the three main 

subjects are anatomy, histology and embriology. Lecture and seminar materials 

related to these subjects have been shared online, of course with the lack of 

interactivity and direct contact. As autopsy is the essence of education at the 

Department of Anatomy, direct work with cadavers is the most difficult to 

replace. Professors tried to bridge this gap by using three-dimensional 

demonstration programs in online classes, and by recording videos and taking 

photos of properly dissected corpses. The full dissection of cadavers covers a 

period of three semesters. A photo material had previously been created to show the process layer 

by layer. During the pandemic, the department tried to supplement these images being already 

there mostly for passive viewing, with the step-by-step demonstrations of instructors adding 

relevant extra information about the most important structures students need to be familiar with. 

Of course, the department complied with piety regulations, but as donors can be seen in the 

recordings, these were uploaded only to the university’s Microsoft Teams system, which is 

exclusively accessible to students of UP MS participating in relevant courses. 

One of the dissection rooms was set up as a studio, the instructors gave 

their upcoming lectures one after the other, and the recordings were 

uploaded on the Internet. It was difficult and quite strange for 

professors to speak without feedback from the students and without 

usual metacommunication experienced in normal lectures. 

Yet, the teaching of histology may have become even more 

advantageous in this digital form, as there are more possibilities for 

drawing, it is easier to show the formulas which until now could only be illustrated by standing 

next to each student's microscope. We received positive feedback also from our students, who 

likewise efficiently adapted to the situation, although they obviously miss personal contact as well. 

The months of summer provided further opportunity to plan the subsequent steps of digital 

education. 

 

  
Due to the epidemiological situation several technological solutions were already introduced in the spring 

semester, like Microsoft Teams within the Microsoft 365 framework. At University of Pécs Medical School 

these platforms are still available for all courses announced in the current semester. However, there is a new 

platform for online teaching introduced at our faculty: Moodle Learning Management System, which is also 

there to support our high standards of education. 



UP MS Online 
When higher education institutions closed, our faculty tried to adapt 

quickly and effectively to the altered circumstances. The Distance 

Learning Knowledge Base available on our website helps both our 

instructors and students participate in online education and examinations. Some of our visiting 

students shared their opinion with us on the transition to online education:  

„I think I progressed a lot in my studies and managed to achieve things I wouldn’t 

have even thought about. For example, I had the chance to participate in a 

practical course organised by UP MS Surgical Society, where I was able to 

improve my surgical skills. I could participate in these extracurricular sessions 

even during the pandemic, as the organisers of the course sent me materials 

needed via mail. I considered this particularly important, as the manual skills 

required for surgery can only be developed through practice. I was absolutely 

satisfied with the online teaching of compulsory subjects as well, and though  I 

missed Erasmus programs and activities in the spring semester, I honestly believe 

that in terms of learning I completed a successful academic year.” (Márta Meltzer, University of 

Targu Mures, General Medicine) 

„I think I have improved a lot through online education. I was introduced to a completely 

different way of learning that was still high quality and well organized, although in the beginning 

everyone was a little ambivalent how the new system would work. My instructors 

presented an enormous number of case studies that we discussed step by step in 

detail, and I want to emphasise this because we received plenty of information that 

I can boldly try and apply in real life in course of my work.” (Réka Fülöp, University 

of Targu Mures, Dentistry) 

“I was amazed by the reaction of the University and how they coped with that kind 
of emergency: in few days they organized online classes and we continued most of 
our education activities in a remote modality, maintaining a high level of education! I think the 
quality of an institution can be seen from the ability to cope with an emergency and UP MS gave 
me tangible proof of its high quality.”  (Francesco Bongiorno, University of Messina, General 
Medicine) 

“The best online teaching for me was made by the Pathology Department. Since they filmed their 
lectures and seminars in advance, we could see them with our own scheduling, and as many times 
as we wished.” (Sonia Lassalle, University of Bordeaux, General Medicine) 

“The university made a very good decision not postponing the exam period, I am really grateful 
for that. There were some great advantages of online classes: we could listen to them later; our 
days were more time-efficient. It is important to mention that the teachers were very 
understanding of the situation and the problems it caused us and they worked very hard to provide 
us with useful educational materials.” (Ágnes Kolcsár, University of Targu Mures, Pharmacy) 

 
 

  
UP MS Surgical Society 

The Surgical Society is an organisation formed by students, for students, the aim of 

which is to endorse the surgical specialities, to practice and perfect the practical skills 

required by aspiring surgeons, as well as to spark interest and increase students’ 

knowledge in the surgical field.  

The various events of the society include regular skills sessions, the journal club and talks by 

both local and international speakers. They cooperate closely with the Department of Surgery, 

the Student Research Society, the Circle of Demonstrators and the MediSkillsLab. 



How Erasmus students see UP MS…  
Elena Sanz Page and Maria Telolls Dos (University Jaume I., Castellón),  

Franciesco Bongiornio (University of Messina) 

How is studying in Pécs different from education at your home 

university?  

The Medical School in Pécs compared to my home institution is organized in a different way: for 

every course there is about one hour per week of theoretical lecture and about two hours per week 

practical activities done in the hospital with patients or seminars about different 

topics. In Pécs, practices in the hospital were very useful and formative and since 

they were held in parallel with theoretical lectures, I could put into practice 

theoretical notions I have learned earlier. (Francesco) 

Practices in Pécs are more frequent with less hours per day and give you the 

opportunity to face many difficulties such as communicating and examining a patient 

that just knows Hungarian. This creates the challenge of being able to discover the 

diagnosis through physical examination, using alternative tools.  (Elena) 

As compared with my home university, where the practices in the hospitals are in 

periods, in Pécs you have practice of an hour and a half per week. Each week you can learn what 

has been explained in class, and you also have much more time to study and get prepared for your 

practices. (Maria) 

Which course did you like best? 

I was positively impressed by "Organ Pathology" which corresponds to the "Pathological 

Anatomy" in my home University but in Italy, it's just a theoretical course with no practice. In 

Pécs beside the lectures we had a lot of seminars with the description of microscopic anatomy, 

watching real slides taken from the department, and we also dissected real cadavers during the 

autopsy making me aware of the real anatomy, going beyond the pages of the 

book, relieving me from the boredom of studying topics from only books and 

notes. (Francesco) 

The worthiest practice for me was at the Forensic Medicine Department with 

really professional tutors who helped us with everything. Autopsies weren’t the 

most pleasant thing to do but professors made it enjoyable and it was a really 

good way not just to learn about forensics but also anatomy and other aspects of 

medicine. (Elena) 

There is wide range of alternatives for elective subjects that you can choose from 

at UP MS. I had a wonderful elective in the first semester about 

otorhinolaryngology (ORL). The teacher was an incredible doctor explaining the 

most important and useful things about the subject. Furthermore, this elective 

was focused on the virtual approach of the matter, so we went to the skills lab to learn how to use 

an operation simulator. It was really impressive as we had the opportunity to use an extremely 

expensive and sophisticated machine that not so many students have the chance to try. Apart 

from this, our teacher also encouraged us to go to the ORL clinic to see many operations. (Maria) 

What were exams like? 

The majority of exams I did were oral exams based on a list of topics previously given and they 

required a practical section to assess if you acquired basic practical skills during the semester. I 



spent a lot of time in the library during the exam period because I needed to work hard to complete 

successfully all my exams. (Francesco) 

I think the university has a really good system to avoid anxiety and stress upon the students. There 

is an examination system which provides the student with a chance of organising their study in 

their own rhythm. (Elena) 

I have never done an oral exam before, so I was terrified of doing an oral exam. However, when 

the time arrived, my English was so much better (I had time enough to practice it day by day at 

the university and with my Erasmus friends) and the teachers were really nice and helpful. (Maria) 

What was ESN and Erasmus life like? 

ESN in Pécs is one of the best of such organizations, as they know 

exactly which events to organize, how to create bonds, offer really 

cheap and worthy trips and create an amazing atmosphere among 

the Erasmus students. Events where really varied and led us to get 

to know Pécs quickly. (Elena) 

ESN is an incredible Students Network - we had been in contact 

even before we arrived in Pécs. It is amazing how they help to achieve the feeling of being part 

of something. In particular, they achieved it when they organised trips in and around 

Hungary. It was simply amazing. (Maria) 

ESN guys guided us in all the activities during the week and also at the weekend. You 

are assigned a "buddy" who can help you with every problem or simply gives tips 

about student life here; most of them are international students as well but some of 

them are Hungarians  who also help you with the language. (Francesco) 

What do you think about Pécs?  

During the months I lived in Pécs I gradually became in love with the place. Pécs has 

a special thing I don´t really know how to describe, but it is just magical, extracted 

from a fairytale. The first time I saw the main square I was shocked by the beauty of the place, so 

wide, clean, so historical and decorated in a perfect way. Then, the cathedral, locks in walls, many 

cute cafés and restaurants, cinema, enormous parks... stay stucked into your heart. (Elena) 

The town has a unique university life, where the students are the major part of the population of 

Pécs. In my opinion, the University of Pécs has given an extraordinary life to this city. It is amazing 

how you go walking in the street and you mostly see students, young people that share your 

interests and tastes. (Maria)  

 

  



My exchange period at 

UP MS Department of 

Radiology 

by Dr. Warissara Jutidamrongphan, a second-year radiology resident from Prince of Songkla University, Thailand 

2019 - October 

My days at the Department of Radiology 

After my arrival I was introduced to my supervisor and mentor, Dr. Orsolya Farkas and my 

schedule was following hers. In Pécs, radiologists are required to be able to report every kind of 

case no matter what their subspecialty is. By doing so, the specialist can switch to different 

modalities every day. Each day in different modalities, and sometimes even in a different hospital, 

gave me so much fun and nice experience. My favourite times were when my supervisor was on 

CT duty, since she explained and let me review the case she was reporting, simultaneously and 

separately, then we discussed it after we finished each case. All other specialists were friendly and 

open-minded to me, they also enlightened my perspective on novel radiology recommending 

some new technologies, applications, extremely helpful self- learning resources, even new 

methods and how they performed the research there. 

Research and modern infrastructure at the department 

At UP MS hospitals radiologists combine their usual methods with the assistance of artificial 

intelligence. In cardiac CT, artificial intelligence is used to evaluate the percentage of coronary 

stenosis and the cross-section of the vessels which help identifying the accurate degree of severity 

in no time. The ASPECTS score is widely used in the evaluation of a patient with acute stroke. 

Patients with wake-up stroke usually lose their chance for mechanical thrombectomy as the onset 

has gone beyond the golden period of therapeutic efficiency. In Pécs, a CT perfusion scan is 

performed, and it provides the exact fundamental information of the viable portion in the 

penumbra area. These data could aid the precise decision about the necessity and possibility of 

further intervention. It is a harmonious way of collaboration between the radiologist and artificial 

intelligence, bringing out the best performance from both. 

The role of residents at the department 

I met radiology residents working in the X-ray, ultrasonography unit and the afternoon shift. Their 

roles in the radiology department were evidently important and they were deemed as equal 

colleagues of the specialists who trusted them and thus they could lift much workload from the 

specialists including teaching a dynamic interactive session for international medical students. The 

residents were also really nice to me, giving suggestions or explanations in every topic or issue 

that had ever popped up in my mind. They had such great hospitality that they even took me out 

in the city for exploring famous attractions and sightseeing. 

To sum up, 

I think I am now a totally different person as I regained my self-confidence and self-esteem mainly 

from such loving people and relaxing atmosphere there. My contact person, Ms. Anett Tomózer 

(head of the International Relations Office), was also one of the people who filled out my best 

month of the year. She helped me out with everything I confronted, I never felt lonely at all in 

Pécs. My experience is so invaluable, and I feel so grateful for this period, that I would recommend 

everyone to visit Pécs to get one of the best life 

experiences just like I did.  



Professional Practice  

with Erasmus before  

State Examination 

at a Spanish Pharmacy 
 

Márton Mayer and Zhang Ya Yun fifth-year pharmacy students 
 

Since we had already completed our mandatory one-month hospital practice, we definitely wanted 

to go to a pharmacy open to the public. This caused some problem in the organisational phase, 

as we speak only English. Eventually, we found a pharmacy in a place densely populated by mostly 

English-speaking foreigners in Spain. 

The Faculty Erasmus Office and the Committee on International Affairs helped us a lot in 

contacting the receiving university and managing the traineeship, so it was the trip and the 

accommodation that we had to organise by ourselves. The pharmacy was in the suburban part of 

a larger coastal town (Benidorm) located about halfway between Valencia and Alicante. 

The pharmacy was established in 2015 and had never previously accepted students for internship. 

Our most severe difficulties, in addition to language problems, originated from this. To summarize 

the experiences we acquired in these two months, I would say that we could gain an insight into 

various aspects of Spanish pharmaceutical practice, which we could then compare with Hungarian 

methods. We discussed rules and regulations pertaining to ordering medicine, the financing and 

trading of medical products, insurance and healthcare system. We studied specialised professional 

literature, such as the national pharmacopoeia and the Formulario Nacional. We were able to 

practice the local equivalent of what is called ‘retaxa’ in the Hungarian system, namely,  the 

procedure to ascertain the correct expenditure of medicine, and of course we participated in usual 

activities like receiving, stocking and returning medicine and medical products, we also assisted in 

rearranging the shelves for marketing purposes. However, we had fewer opportunities for 

expedition, mainly due to language difficulties.  

As the name of the pharmacy shows, it is specialised in orthopaedics. This is possible because 

there is an orthopaedic training attainable for pharmacists in Spain, so one of the pharmacists in 

this place was an orthopaedic technician, the other an orthopaedist, with her own practice at the 

local hospital. As a result, the pharmacy dealt with a wide range of medical accessories, supplying 

the hospital with necessary equipment and aids used in post-operative inpatient care – most often, 

waist restraints, knee braces and clamps, but also walking frames and wheelchairs. During the two 

months, we accompanied the pharmacist to the hospital several 

times, thus had a better understanding of the Spanish hospital 

care system, and we also assembled several walking frames and 

wheelchairs. In addition, we could follow an orthopaedic 

examination with subsequent processes. 

 All in all, I am glad that I applied for the Erasmus+ 

traineeship and obtained practical experience abroad. I am 

grateful to the Faculty of Pharmacy of the University of Pécs 

and to the Erasmus Offices in Valencia and Pécs for making 

this exchange experience possible for me. 



UP MS is a Member of AAMC - VSLO 

The Medical School of the University of Pécs has been a member of the Association of American 
Medical Colleges (AAMC) since July 2017, having an access also to Visiting Student Learning 
Opportunities™ (VSLO™) – a unified online application system. At UP MS, the VSLO platform 

is coordinated by the Office for International Relations. 

The VSLO™ program enables medical and public health students to 
pursue short-term learning opportunities in locations away from their 
home institutions.  The VSLO program helps medical and public 
health students connect with institutions offering short-term elective 
opportunities that can enhance their medical education. These 
elective opportunities include observerships, summer research 
programs, clinical opportunities, away rotations, away electives, 
clinical rotations and visiting opportunities. Offered by participating 
host institutions in the U.S. and around the world, elective 
opportunities are available in teaching hospitals and community 
clinics, and are open to preclinical, clinical, or final-year students, as 
determined by the host institution.  

UP MS participates in the program both as a home and a host 
institution. We provide our students with application opportunities to participating institutions – 
one of these being Keck School of Medicine at the University of Southern California – cf. our 
Newsletter Vol.1. As a host institution we offer one-month traineeships in biotechnology, vascular 
surgery, cardiology and internal medicine. Our first American guest student completed his 
practices in endocrinology and internal medicine in 2018. 

Our Faculty was honoured to welcome Janette “Jenny” Samaan, the senior director of the 
VSLO™ program, who visited UP MS on 5th September 2018, where she was hosted by Dr. 
László Czopf, Vice Dean for Education and the staff of the Office for International Relations.  

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) 
created an iCollaborative collection of resources related to educational innovations, policies, 
and best practices within the health professions that support teaching and learning. Resources are 
searchable by competency domain and by learner audience and webinars on various topics are 
also available on the site.  

In addition to the iCollaborative collection, MedEdPORTAL, AAMC’s online journal of teaching 
and learning resources has indexed resources developed during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
https://www.mededportal.org/virtual.  At present, the following types of resources are included: 

• Self-Directed Modules That Can Be Used to Supplement Clinical Teaching and Learning 

• Self-Directed Modules That Can Be Used to Supplement Preclinical Teaching and Learning 

• Interactive Sessions That Can Be Conducted Via Videoconference 

• Standardized Patient Cases That Can Potentially Be Cone Via Videoconference for 
Communication Skills 

 

  



 

Newsletter background:  

Pincushion flower (Scabiosa Canescens) 

Pincushion flower pertains to the honeysuckle family, its name refers to the 

appearance of the flower: its centre resembles a pincushion, while the stamens 

in the centre look like pins. The Latin name Scabiosa, given by Linné refers to 

its ancient usage as treatment for all sorts of unpleasant skin diseases, like 

scabies. Its Hungarian name means “greyish devil-eye” originating in the 

medieval practice of throwing it on ember, when it was burning with fluorescent 

flames. Scabiosa is a genus of about 70 species of flowering plants and has been 

used as a traditional medicine to treat cough, fever, internal inflammation 

besides skin problems.  

These gorgeous, nectar-rich flowers are very attractive to butterflies and bees, 

as well as people. Scabiosa symbolizes love, purity and peace. We wish these to 

our Dear Readers at the beginning of the new academic year of 2020/2021. 

The construction of the Dental Theoretical Block is in full swing 

At the beginning of the independent dental training in Pécs, the 
capacity of the building currently hosting the training was scaled 
to train 100-120 students in Hungarian. From the beginning of 
the 2000s, education has been expanded to include English and 
German language programs, and the training program now has 
over 500 students. The new theoretical building is soon going to 
be inaugurated to meet the needs of the undergraduate, 
postgraduate and further training education. With this 
investment, the University of Pécs is establishing a dental 
education centre that provides a solid background for the 
training of dentistry students, specialist dentist training and life-
long training for dental specialists. 

 

The virtual photo exhibition of Lajos Kalmár has opened 

Lajos Kalmár's unique, virtual photo exhibition titled Versatility opened at UP 
MS website  https://vr.aok.pte.hu/gallery/3. This kind of virtuality can 
represent the best substitute for the freedom that is missing from everyday life 
right now. “The basic idea of the exhibition was conceived during the 
photography of the university cookbook. The contributors provided such a 
diverse, varied picture of the students at our university that it can represent the 
whole of humanity with slight exaggeration. And these people are beautiful, 
interesting, inquisitive, kind. And then I was wondering if there was better 
publicity for an institution than showing the world who are studying here... 
People. Amiable, diverse, world citizens.” 

We are planning similar displays in the future. Please visit the site for more such exhibitions. 

Enjoy roaming here! 
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