
Lea-Marie Wolters, a 4th-year medical student in her 8th semester from 
Johannes-Gutenberg-Universität Mainz, Mainz Germany describes her stay 
at the University of Pécs in the first semester of the academic year 2020-
2021 
 
 

Why did you choose Hungary and the UP for 
your Erasmus mobility? What was your overall 
opinion about your studies / traineeship here? 
Describe and evaluate the courses / hospital 
practice you participated in.  
 
I chose Hungary because I know some German 
medical students there, I think the city is a great 
size for a few months and I knew that with six 
Erasmus places available I would definitely be 
chosen for one. 
I did my 8th semester in Pécs and, in addition to 
the Hungarian language course, I chose the 
subjects neurology and psychiatry.  
Since I never took these subjects in Mainz, I can 
only compare it with other subjects from Mainz. 
Neurology was very practical, but unfortunately, 
we didn't have any patients due to Corona. 
However, we were able to practice everything on 
ourselves. This meant that you couldn't see any 
pathologies, but you could still do all the tests and 
exercises in practice and therefore retain them 

very well. The lecturer was super and committed and it was a lot of fun. Despite Corona, 
the neurology faculty tried very hard to keep everything in person for a long time, which 
was unfortunately no longer possible towards the end.  Nevertheless, I really enjoyed the 
subject and I think the level was the same as in Mainz.  
You could choose your own exam date to a certain extent, and the exam was very easy 
to pass with a script, which they have been given to us.  
 
In psychiatry, we were presented with a patient every week as a group, and discussing 
these cases was super exciting. I can also highly recommend this subject. We had patients 
who we could question. Afterwards, the patients were discussed in our group.  
Even despite Corona, we tried to continue this. Finally, only 4 of our students were 
allowed to come to the clinic, but all the other students could participate online via live 
video transmission.  
You were free to choose the date of the exam and the exam was good to pass.  
I would choose both of these subjects again and I was able to take a lot from the lessons.  
 
What kind of difficulties have you had during your stay and how did you manage them? 
 
My initial problem was that I wanted to live in a flat rather than in a dormitory, but this 
is very difficult to do in Pécs for less than 12 months and through Erasmus+ Student, you 



automatically had a place in the Szantó dormitory. In retrospect, this turned out to be the 
right decision, as all the students were accommodated in this dormitory. And due to the 
pandemic situation and the existing curfew, etc., you could still enjoy the time with all 
your friends and do sports together and have a nice evening together (in the dormitory) 
and still have a good time.  
The Neptun University system is a bit difficult at the beginning, but I think that's the case 
at every university. After some initial difficulties, however, you manage it well. Whenever 
I had questions, I wrote to either my Erasmus coordinator or the student coordinator. 
They are super nice and helpful and do their best where they can and as quickly as 
possible. As a result, any questions I had during my Erasmus stay were resolved quickly. 
The good thing about Neptun is that all university-related things are linked there. You 
can choose the courses there, the grades are entered there a few minutes after the exam 
and I was even able to pay for my dormitory there.  
 
How did you likd Pécs, what do you think about the 
sights, entertainment and dining facilities, transport 
and accommodation in the city? 
 
My Pécs Erasmus was the first time in my life that I 
have been to Hungarian territory and I have to say that 
I was very pleasantly surprised.  
The city of Pécs itself is super beautiful and totally 
clean. There are many beautiful churches and squares 
or green spaces. However, the city is very small and 
the dormitory is a 40-minute walk from the centre. 
The area around the hall of residence is not too nice 
either, but apart from sports or walking to the 
supermarket, you don't do much there. Most of the 
time, your destination is the centre. You can walk 
there or pay about 500 Hungarian forints for the bus, 
which runs very frequently and reliably. Taxis are also 
affordable, at least compared to Germany.  
 
A short walk away, there is the TV Tower, which you can visit in good weather, and from 
which you have a fantastic view over Pécs and the surrounding area.  
Széchenyi tér is a wonderful place where you can enjoy coffee, cake or delicious food, 
or you can relax in the botanical garden. There are many monuments in the vicinity, 
where you can enjoy the sunset in the evening with a glass of wine you brought yourself.  
There are also two small lakes nearby. One is just outside, where a huge aqua park has 
been built, with a wakeboard-park and water park in the beautiful greenery.  
A little further away (40 minutes by bus) is Lake Orfű. A beautiful lake surrounded by 
hills, very large and quiet. You can rent a pedal boat and enjoy a wonderful day there. 
Lake Orfű is a really nice oasis of relaxation. 
I didn't get to experience so much about entertainment, due to Covid.  
In a street near Széchenyi tér there are many nice and delicious restaurants, cafés, also 
vegan or sustainable, and lots of small, nice bars and one or two clubs. Especially in the 
summer, many students hang out there and the atmosphere is incomparable.  
In general, there are buses and cabs in Pécs, but every destination is also easily accessible 
on foot or by bike. Oskar are private but also corporate minibuses that sometimes drive 



the route you are looking for. You can easily check all this on the Oskar app. There are 
also small train lines in the vicinity, such as Villány. 
In Hungary itself, there is a train network, but most of the trains first go to Budapest and 
then continue from there. It is therefore for example difficult to get to Lake Balaton by 
public transport from Pécs, and it is better to travel by car. However, there are many 
Erasmus students who have a car from hometown.   
 
 
How do you feel about "Erasmus life" in Pécs? 
 
Erasmus life in Pécs is perfect. Compared to other European countries, Hungary is cheap. 
That means you can experience a lot and take a lot with you. The city is small, but you 
feel at home after just a few weeks because you quickly get to know lots of people and 
meet many spontaneously in the city. There are plenty of things to do in the surrounding 
area and the country itself is not that big, which means that with a rental car (the train 
routes are also OK as I explained before) you can easily explore all the well-known cities. 
If it hadn't been for Corona, you could have taken advantage of the proximity to the many 

Balkan cities and visited countries such as 
Croatia, the Czech Republic, Slovenia, 
Slovakia, Montenegro, etc. For all other 
students, however, this will hopefully be 
possible again soon. Hungary itself is (as I 
didn't know before) a very famous wine 
region. We went to Villány ( 40 minutes by 
small train) and tasted our way from one 
vintner to the next. A dreamlike region, where 
you have the feeling of being in the middle of 
French wine regions. There are many small, 
sweet villages around Pécs. One or two of 
them, such as Mohács, are definitely worth a 
visit. 

 
What were the most memorable and useful aspects of your Erasmus mobility in Pécs? 
 
In the Szantó residence you feel like one big family. I never thought or expected it to be 
such a nice experience before. The people and the feeling of being a small family make 
you arrive quickly and feel at home in Hungary.  
In addition, one has to mention the wonderful other cities in Hungary. Even a day trip 
(only 2 hours away by train) to the beautiful city of Budapest is worthwhile. Budapest is 
one of the most beautiful cities I have ever seen. We have been there three or four times. 
The nightlife as well as the daylife is great. And even after the days, you still haven't seen 
everything there.  
We also rented a car for a week and drove from Pécs to Lake Balaton, Budapest, Szeged, 
Eger, etc. The distances are not far, you can easily get there. You can't drive very fast, so 
some stretches are a bit long.  
But even the scenery is super beautiful and no matter how long you drive, it's worth the 
drive. 



Lake Balaton is the famous lake in the northwest of Hungary. Normally known for 
festivals and parties, it was rather quiet now but we were able to take a beautiful boat 
trip across the lake and it feels fast like holidays. 
 
Why would you recommend students to come to our university? 
 
I can recommend Pécs, Hungary and the University of Pécs for all these reasons. For one 
or two semesters, it's a great city with lots of opportunities and people. Life in the Szántó 
residence is unique and feels familiar after a short time. You make friends for life. I can 
only describe university life during the first 6 weeks because after that it turned online, 
which is similar to Germany. In neurology and psychiatry, we were able to see many 
patients and try out many things on ourselves and fellow students. There are many 
contact persons who are very accommodating and helpful. It is also very easy to change 
courses or restructure the timetable. You feel very well taken care of. 
 
Is there anything else that you would like to mention about your stay, or why you would 
recommend it to future Erasmus students? 
 
It was a good decision to go to Pécs and I have never regretted this decision, it turned 
out to be very right. Despite Corona, I would go there again every time and do this 
experience. But you have to be open to everything. Open to new living situations, people 
from all over the world and also other 
university structures.  
I also have to say that I never 
expected to meet so many people 
from all over the world.  
Through the dormitory, I came into 
contact not only with Erasmus 
students but also full-time students. 
Besides many Spanish and French 
people, I was able to make friends 
with people from Azerbaijan, Russia, 
Italy, Turkey, Zimbabwe, Croatia, etc. 
It's great to see how open people are.  
It's great to see how people from 
other countries have grown up and 
what different stories they all have 
and how they ended up in Pécs, 
Hungary.  
That would also be a reason to go there again every time, as a maximum of many cultures 
meet there and you can learn an infinite amount from all the people.  
 
I thank my university and the University of Pécs for this opportunity and these memories 
that I will never forget in my life.  
 


