
 

In Pécs with Erasmus 
By Franziska Thierer and Lennart Glehn 

 

Why Pécs? 

Since I have been on vacation in Budapest at that time and I was very pleasantly surprised by 

the openness and friendliness of the people, I decided to get to know the country better. 

(Franziska) 

One of my friends started studying medicine in Pécs for two semesters and then switched to 

Germany. He highly recommended me the university and so I wanted to see it for myself. 

(Lennart) 

Education and training 

Besides medical courses I had a Hungarian Language & Culture Course. The medical classes were 

bedside teaching + a lecture once per week. Group were small, and all docents were friendly and 

enthusiastic. It was a nice atmosphere and we were included in doing the anamnesis or 

examining the patient. The Hungarian language course was 90 minutes twice a week. We were a 

class of 7 people (everyone from all around the world) and it was a perfect learning environment. 

The course was also free of charge for enlisted students and it was a great opportunity to learn 

a remarkable language such as Hungarian. It is definitely a fun fact in your curriculum vitae, 

when you can list ‘Hungarian’ as one of your language skills. (Lennart)  

Going online… 

After the Corona- 

outbreak, it was soon clear 

that we would return 

home.  Unfortunately, 

there was no point in 

continuing the medically 

practical courses, because 

it is to take part personally 

in them in Germany. That's 

why I only continued the 

Hungarian language 

course online after my 

departure. This course took place once a week via an internet conference with weekly homework. 

It was a new experience to be taught on the internet. It was closer to normal classes than I 

thought. (Franziska) 

The University of Pécs did an amazing job as well, because after a one-week-break they managed 

to set up the online education system and it worked like a charm. I didn’t have to do some final 

exams, because we had to hand in homework every week and they added up to our final grade 

together with our participation during the classes. However, if you wanted to improve your 

grade, you could also do an oral exam. (Lennart) 



Dorm and everyday life 

During my Erasmus I lived in Szántó Kollégium. It is a dorm 

approximately 10 minutes far from the medical school on foot and 

half an hour from the city centre. I highly recommend living in the 

dorms. Most of the international students are living in Szántó, so it’s 

an easy way to get to know a lot of different people.  

Transportation is also convenient in Pécs. As a student you can get a 

discounted monthly bus ticket and use every bus you want. There are also a lot of taxis and they 

are quite cheap and fast. (Lennart) 

Erasmus in Pécs  

The “Erasmus life” in Pécs was just indescribably stunning! I met a 

lot of super friendly people and got to know several friends in a 

short period of time. Everyone is open-minded, helpful and just 

wants to have a great time as well. And not only the other 

international students, also my Erasmus coordinators and the ESN-

students (European Student Network). This network organized 

numerous events, where you could meet other students or do some 

activities, like hiking, ‘LaserTag’, a city rally, going to a spa or an 

animal shelter (I would never think of walking a stray dog through 

the plains of Hungary).  

Every Thursday they also organized an ‘International Evening’, where people from a specific 

country did a (kind of funny) PowerPoint-presentation about their 

country, history, language etc. Afterwards there was always a part in 

which you could taste their local food as well. (Lennart) 

In and around Pécs 

Pécs has a beautiful old town and many cute little bars and cafes. Since 

the city is not huge, you quickly start to know your way around and 

develop a feeling of home. Since many of us favoured the same bars, it 

was never difficult to meet others. (Franziska)  

Around Pécs there are also some lakes and mountains. So, if you are 

into nature or hiking, it is 

perfect. There are also some 

museums, churches, a zoo and a TV tower. You can do a 

lot of different activities and not just partying. Although 

I also recommend the clubs in the city. If you prefer more 

silent places, I can recommend the TV tower. It is on top 

of a mountain and on the way towards it, you can see 

some ruins, quiet forests and even Europe’s tree of the 

year that is located next to an old chapel. (Lennart) 

All in all… 

… I would choose an Erasmus again at any time and I will probably even return to Pecs for a 

semester if the situation has calmed down. The atmosphere in Hungary was really super warm 

and I would not have imagined it as familiar as it was. Never would I have thought that I would 

miss the time and the people there that much, although it was only so short period of time. 

(Franziska)  


