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My knowledge of the erasmus program came from my discussions with my friends that are 

now graduated. So when I received an email back in febuary 2018 about erasmus orientation, 

I did not fail to attend. I applied and chose about five different institutions of which I intended 

to do my exchange program. Of all the institutions, Josipa Juraj Strossmayer University of 

Osijek was the last option on my list of possible destination. After my application was 

submitted, I was having a discussion with a friend of mine that just ended her erasmus 

program in Osijek and she told me so many wonderful things about the city, and I regretted 

not picking it as my first choice. When the list of places for the exchange came out, I was 

given my second choice which was Univeristy of Lublin. But luckily for me, I was given an 

option to change and pick any other option in my list of five with the exception of the first 

choice, so I gladly pick Osijek. 

My expectations where to have an opportunity to meet new people, and experience new 

culture and tradition. And also, to have a different feel about another hospital abroad. 

After I got the spot and did almost all the paper work, I chose a date as to when I would like 

to depart Pecs for Osijek, since I have already planned my practices prior to this time. But 

unfortunately, the erasmus co-ordinator in my faculty told me that the date as to when I begin 

my practice rest solely on the receiving institution. This led to series of email exchange 

between myself and the receiving institution, and I was made to understand that most of the 

doctors in the hospital are on summer break. So we finally agreed that I will begin my 

practice on the 3rd of september 2018 when most of them will be back to the hospital. Though 

not the date I initially wanted, but I was able to re-arrange my practice plans. 

Osijek is about 1hr30min drive from Pecs, and 2hrs if you factor in the time to cross the 

border. But unfortunately back then as of september 2018, there was no public transportation 

that goes directly from Pecs to Osijek. So I was left with two options, either I make my way to 



Budapest and go through Zagreb- Osijek which takes so many hours, or I pay a private 

individual with a car to take me to Osijek which is a much shorter distance. I chose the later 

due to the shorter distance, though I paid twice of what I would have pay for the Budapest- 

Zagreb- Osijek journey. I got the number of the driver from a friend that did her practice in 

Osijek before me, and I used his services for almost my entire period of practice. Luckily for 

those that may want to have their practice in Osijek now, there is a train from Pecs to Beli 

Manastir and from Beli Manastir the individual can change to the train that goes to Osijek 

with the same ticket bought from Pecs. The train services started in December of 2018, and 

the ticket price is super cheap. 

Before I traveled to Osijek, I was able to secure an accomodation through a friend of mine 

that did her practice there. I got the phone number of a the lady that is in charge of the 

Evangelical Theological Seminary Hostel from my friend. I contacted her and sorted out the 

necessary details, and reserved a room in the hostel which I paid for upon arrival. The hostel 

accomodation price was 1000kuna which is approximately 140 euros. The kitchen, bathroom 

and toilet are shared, but the rooms are individual. 

The city of Osijek is a beautiful place with wonderful people. When I got to Osijek for the 

first day, I went to this restaurant to eat some Croatian meal and I enjoyed it. I visited the 

restaurant just few times because I cooked, and eat most of the time at the hospital. The means 

of public transportation in Osijek are trams and taxi, though I have never used the tram, and 

hardly used the taxi because I walked around the city the initial time I got there. 

I cannot say exactly how much I spent every month on food because most of the times I ate at 

the hospital restaurant without paying. But some other times I cooked at the hostel, and the 

cost of food items are not very expensive. 

My erasmus life was great though I hardly go out on erasmus events. I was given an erasmus 

buddy who was meant to help me sort out all my paper works, but fortunately I was able to do 

it all by myself before my buddy was asigned to me. I met so many erasmus students from 

different countries, and had fun with them, we went out for dinner, and had movie night. I 

also took a walk with other erasmus students around the city. 

On arrival, I was not sure how and where to begin my practice, so I asked around and was 

directed to this lady in the faculty of medicine who helped me sort out the different 

department I was meant to do my practices. She gave me the names of the heads of the 

different department that I was meant to meet. I met them and got my acceptance letters 



signed, and thereafter began my practice. I met so many nice doctors that thought me and 

made me feel welcomed. My name was also given to the ladies at the restaurant in order for 

me to be able to have my breakfast and lunch without paying. 

One of my best experience in Osijek was when I was doing my Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

practice. I was waiting for my mentor at the department, when suddenly a large group of 

people came to the department and started talking to news reporters. After the event, I was 

approached by one of the journalists who offered to interview me, which I obliged. Later in 

the evening I made it to the Osijek news, and was seen on the television. 

Erasmus exchange program is full of good memories, and also an avenue of meeting with new 

people from different countries and background, and as such I will not hesitate to recommend 

the program to anyone that is willing to do it. 
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