
 

Why did you choose Pécs? 

I didn't know where to choose my destination from, so I looked at the study programs of different 

universities and the reports of former exchange students – the University of Pécs seemed perfect to me. I 

liked the idea of Erasmus in a small city with a lot of international students and with an English study 

program since I wanted to improve my medical English. (Marta) 

I wanted to stay abroad for one semester and study at a university with a good English program, so after 

talking to Italian students previously studying in Pécs, I decided that UP would be the perfect place for 

me. (Emanuela) 

What was study like at UP MS? 

I appreciate a lot how the practices are organized in UP; it is very helpful to go in hospitals and being 

followed by doctors for one hour and half, in that frame time they stop their daily activity and teach the 

students. I took up Orthopaedics, Paediatrics 2, Neurology 2 and Pathology 2 courses. I found the 

Pathology 2 course very useful because of its practical approach with autopsy class and the seminars. 

(Emanuela) 

In the UP I've attended four courses: Infectology, Paediatrics 2, Neurology 2 and Pathology. I found the 

seminars very useful with just a few people – thus having the possibility to ask a lot of questions and to 

have a closer contact with the teacher. The lectures are very similar to the ones I took in Italy. I also liked 

the library that gives you the possibility to take all the books you want and study there. (Marta) 

The lectures and seminars were very well organized, the professors were clear in the explanations, their 

level of English was were good and they were always available for questions after classes or by e-mail. 

The university offers a lot of services to the students to make their life easier, for example there is a big 

library full with medical books that you can borrow even if you are an Erasmus student and also areas in 

which you can study if you need a quiet space. (Michela) 
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How did you feel about online learning? 

Teachers used Microsoft Teams platform to continue lessons online and to give us the necessary materials 

to study. I think that this was helpful because in this way we could have a direct contact with them and 

the other students. I left on the 15th of May, before completing all my exams but the UP gave us the 

possibility to continue the Erasmus program from Italy. (Emanuela) 

The online courses were well organized, and the university remained very efficient. We've also done 

seminars and practice online by solving clinical cases and I think that even if it was different, was still very 

helpful in studying the subjects. (Marta) 

What kind of difficulties did you have and how did you manage them? 

The major difficulty that I experienced was the planning of the timetable because we had to sign for classes 

and practice groups of different years, so we had some overlapping between the courses, but finally 

talking to the teachers and the office we managed to complete our timetable.  (Emanuela) 

Other difficulties were related to the different language that I could not understand, but I asked for help 

from some Hungarian people from ESN and this was more than enough. So don't ever hesitate to ask help 

if you need! (Marta)  

Where did you stay? 

I chose to live in a flat in the city center that I found thanks to the 

student service, it was in a very good location and the landlord 

could speak English. (Marta) 

I chose to live in a flat near to the city center with other two girls 

who are from my city but seeing the dorm life of the others 

maybe it would have been a great experience too in the dorm. 

However, I’m happy of my choice because my friends and I had 

the opportunity to study together until we left. (Emanuela)  

How did you like the city? What did you do in 

your free time in Pécs and Hungary?  

Pécs is a very nice city, at the beginning I didn't know what to 

expect because I've never visited Hungary before, but I liked it a 

lot. It’s not too big and so it's easy to move with public transport 

and also by walk or bike, and easy to get oriented. There are a lot 

of nice places in nature to have hikes and also a lot of restaurants and pubs to go out at night. (Marta) 

The city of Pécs is very nice and suitable for students. It has a very pretty city centre, with monuments, 

shops and pubs, there is the possibility to go on several hikes and to spend time in a beautiful park. With 

the bus it is also easy to reach the Orfű lake and spend the day there 

or practice some sports. 

The city gives the possibility to the students to have a cheap 

monthly pass for bus and with the student card it is possible to have 

a 50% discount for train tickets too. I would have liked to travel 

more around Hungary but because of the situation I just spent two 

days in Budapest in February. (Emanuela) 



I fell in love with the city and the surrounding green areas, I visited Orfű lake and I got to go on many 

hikes. I definitely improved my English during my stay because of all the foreign Erasmus students that 

were there and also in shops and malls the employees were able to speak English very well, so it was easy 

for me to communicate with them. Even though English was the language I used the most I still learned a 

few words in Hungarian because I like learning new languages and also I wanted to be able to speak a 

little bit the language of the country that hosted me. (Michela) 

What do you think about Erasmus life in Pécs?  

Now the best part: the Erasmus life. Even if it was for a short time, 

the Erasmus life was full of events, new experiences, new friends, 

and a lot of fun. Thanks to ESN it was possible to meet all the other 

Erasmus students and having fun together, especially the welcome 

week, which was perfect. All the Erasmus students are there for the 

same reason, to have new experiences and discover more about other 

cultures and places. I loved the country presentation events in which 

you get to know more and in a fun way about other cultures. Also during the 

quarantine we always kept in contact and found the way to understand they 

were there for us. (Marta) 

The Erasmus life in Pécs is very active, the ESN group organized a lot of 

activities for us, like the spa night and the city adventure. Going out with them 

is a great opportunity to know each other and people from other countries. 

This is one of the most wonderful aspects of Erasmus life. (Emanuela) 

To sum it up… 

I will always remember my Erasmus, I think it is a unique experience that you only live once. The 

university of Pècs is very organized and offers support to all the Erasmus students from the beginning, 

it’s a multicultural university in which you can learn about Hungary and about other different cultures 

that add something special to it. I would recommend it and I would choose it again. (Marta) 

It’s an experience that I will treasure forever and that really changed me and made me a more responsible 

and open-minded person. (Michela) 

 


