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When we were accepted to the highly prestigious Weill Cornell Medical College in New 

York City for an elective placement, it has been like a dream come true for both of us. Now, 

looking back to our four-week rotation in the departments of malignant haematology and 

bone marrow transplant, we can definitely confirm that it was the most amazing practice we 

could imagine for our last year of medical school.  

As foreign students from Germany studying abroad in Hungary, we were keen to 

include an additional intercultural educative experience in our rotational year. Thanks to the 

possibility we were given, we were indeed able to witness cutting-edge medicine in the 

multicultural environment of stunning New York City.  

Me, Caroline, was privileged to rotate at the acute leukaemia ward from 10/23 to 

11/19/2017. From the first moment, the staffs made me feels welcome and involved me in all 

concerns. I was given the responsibility to follow two to three patients by doing interviews 

and physical examinations every day and then present their cases and current conditions to 

the attending during the rounds. The leukaemia team included me in the medical discussions 

covering the nature of acute leukaemia, its therapy and the course of disease. Hence, I was 

able to learn about an appropriate patient management at first hand.  

Also, I caught myself being highly fascinated with the new research that is conducted in 

the thrilling world of haematology since Weill Cornell offers numerous clinical trials that test 

specific drugs in selected leukaemia patients. Dr. Ritchie and Dr. Samuels always took their 

time to explain these studies and their management to me and gave detailed teachings on 

different pathologies and their treatments. They always made sure that all pending issues 

were clarified and my curiosity was encouraged comprehensively. In between, I was assigned 

to work on small research projects that helped me to deepen my knowledge and to gain a 

further insight into the wide spectrum of haematological disorders.  

An important lesson I took away is the importance of good communication skills in 

haematology. In the beginning, I found it quite challenging to deal adequately with patients 

who are undergoing a really tough time due to their diagnosis. By joining the outpatient clinic 

regularly and observing many physician-patient dialogues, I was shown how to approach this 

issue in a very professional but also human way. Being deeply impressed with the doctor’s 



outstanding and passionate care, I am convinced that it will have a valuable impact on my 

future work as a physician.  

I am particularly grateful for having the chance to enjoy all this with students from all 

over the world in the setting of mind-blowing New York City. 

All in all, my rotation at Weill Cornell Medical College was extremely enriching and 

fulfilling and I definitely left New York as a more confident person. 

I, Lena Schmitz, was admitted to the bone marrow transplant department from 10/23 

to 11/19/2017. The bmt team welcomed me into their little family. My day in the hospital 

started around 8:00 am. I was given the assignment to select two patients whose cases 

interested me and the responsibility to oversee them. Checking up on my patients and 

performing physical examinations were part of my daily routine.  

Each morning I reviewed their charts and updated their notes. Especially educational for 

me was the preparation of short descriptions of my patients. During the daily rounds I had to 

present them to my attending physician. My attending, as well as the fellows, were always 

concerned with teaching me about the complex therapies in the field of bmt whenever an 

opportunity arose. I highly appreciated this since bmt was rather a minor topic in our 

curricula.  

Furthermore, I had the chance to attend many case discussions, grand rounds and a 

variety of conferences. It was nice to see that the different disciplines for example physicians, 

nurses, social workers etc. participated in the case sessions. Together they discussed the 

course of therapy of each patient and always tried to figure out how to enhance the patients’ 

well-being.  

This rotation also gave me a glimpse into the American health care system. I was 

fascinated by the world-class medicine I was privileged to encounter at Weill Cornell 

Medicine/New York Presbyterian Hospital. In my opinion, the combination of medical care 

and medical research was captivating, instructive and informative.  

We also had the chance to explore New York City and literally live its multicultural and 

fast-paced life. In addition, we were able to meet lovely students from all over the world. We 

truly enjoyed the numerous restaurants, bars, museums and activities the City has to offer! I 

will always remember my fantastic time in NYC. This opportunity turned out to be an 

outstanding experience for my personal and academic growth. 



It has been an extraordinary honour to have this opportunity and we are extremely 

grateful to Dr. Menyhei, Anett Tomozer, Dr. Finkel and Dianne Young, who made this elective 

possible and who were always eager to help us throughout the organization process and our 

stay in NYC. This rotation was an exceptional experience that we will never forget.  

 

             

 



                             


