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“These two months passed extremely quickly, we 

didn’t have time to get bored, we learned a lot 

and had a wonderful time. We gained lifelong 

experience, and we improved our English 

language skills remarkably, which we would not 

have had a better opportunity for anywhere else. 

We are truly grateful to all of our supporters who 

made this program possible, and we hope it will 

continue to be similarly successful in the future.” 

(Dániel) 

The hospital 

“The atmosphere of the hospital is great, the attitude of the doctors 

towards the patients and students is exemplary. The equipment of the 

hospital is also excellent and the university gives students a $ 4.5 

subsidy for dining per day, and 

the canteen here is quite good! 

Despite usual stereotypes, 

healthy food and salads are 

available. Yet, you can order a 

slice of pizza or a hamburger, if 

you wish. ” (Jason)  

Everyday life 

„Our accommodation in 

Alhambra was in a quiet and safe 

area, it took about 30-45 minutes 

to get to the hospital by the 

hospital’s bus. Public transport 

is not as common as at home, nor is it as 

popular, so in the evenings we often called Uber 

or Lyft.” (Janka) 

  



The US West Coast Club of Hungarian 

Scientists 

„We were also invited to the opening meeting of the US West 

Coast Club of Hungarian Scientists, where we had the 

opportunity to give a short presentation about the scientific 

and public life at UP Medical School, and we also introduced 

Pécs briefly. We also watched a film about the life of Albert 

Szent-Györgyi, which was followed by a discussion. The 

members gave us a cordial welcome and they support the 

exchange program wholeheartedly.” (Jason) 

Free time 

„During the week, we organized smaller programs after our 

hospital practice. We joined the Adidas Runners Club in Los 

Angeles, so we ran with them every Tuesday in Downtown.” 

(Jason) 

„At weekends, we organized excursions: we visited Santa Monica, Venice 

beach, hiked at the Griffith Observatory, watched “Once upon a time in 

Hollywood” in Tarantino’s cinema. We also followed the Oscar awards within 

an arm’s reach of the stars, watched the sunset in Malibu, and we also 

travelled back to our childhood for a day on the roller coasters of Universal 

Studios.” (Janka) 

„On the last weekend I went cycling to Venice beach and had a glimpse of Gold’s Gym, 

where Arnold Schwarzenegger, Sylvester Stallone and other celebrities used to train. It 

was a great experience to see this iconic place live.” (Dani) 

COVID – before and after… 

 „By March, we could already feel the 

influence of the coronavirus on Los Angeles. 

The situation was changing day by day and it 

was distressing to see the result of restrictive 

measures: how the once busy and lively 

metropolis became like a quiet, peaceful 

little town. After the restrictions came into 

effect and the community spaces were 

closed, we went to Downtown to watch 

graffities. Before the curfew, we only 

ventured into nature, went for walks to the 

beach and had smaller hikes in the 

mountains. We couldn’t even participate in 

hospital practice on the last week.” (Jason) 

„Unfortunately, the end of the exchange program took an unexpected turn, which no one 

could have expected. In spite of all this, I am glad that we exploited every minute of our 

stay from the first day to the last and gained a useful experience. We could count on the 

help of the West Coast Club of Hungarian Scientists and the UP Medical School all 

through, which I would like to thank once again.” (Janka) 


