
5 REASONS TO GO FOR  

PECS 

 

I am currently writing from the plane, sad songs in my headphones, lots of tears. I’m leaving 

behind me Hungary, but mostly, thousands of wonderful memories, that made of this Erasmus year 

the greatest experience of my life.  

“But, come on, why Hungary? And not even Budapest?” Well, let me give you some answers. 

 

Education 
Ok, I’m starting with this because this letter may appear on some university website, but it’s 

actually a real reason. I’m a medicine student from France, always thought that my French faculty 

was a good one. But that was before I discovered how it works elsewhere. I used to learn anatomy in 

books, here I had one autopsy a week. I used to “learn” ECGs and histology out of pictures, here I 

reached a level corresponding the 6th year level in France. I used to study with for main aim to pass 

my exams, here we have motivational speeches to remind us that we are here to learn the beautiful 

job of being a doctor. I used to have teachers on videos projected on a screen in a lecture room for 

1000 students, here teachers knew my name. Last but not least, studying here trained me to adjust 

my way of studying: speaking English, working for oral exams instead of written, with midterms, 

scattered exams I could chose the date of. I became a better student, thirsty of knowledge, more 

polyvalent.  

 

 

Center of Europe 
You could difficultly find more central in Europe than Pécs. Add to this the fact that this city is 

really cheap (compared to Budapest mostly), and CENTRAL + CHEAP = TRAVELLING! I swear, in 

9months, I went to Croatia, Bosnia, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia, Switzeland, Germany, Austria, and 

with the money I saved I even went to Sweden and Madagascar. Not only do you discover a country, 

but a whole part of Europe, from the inside. 



Multiculturalism 
After the Soviet Union left Hungary, the country was quite poor in some areas. Hopefully, 

some people had a great idea: what about creating a whole university program in English, and 

another in German? This way we attract international students, they make cities live while studying, 

and luckily some of them will stay and work here. Well done! Pécs is full with foreigners. Everybody 

speaks English, I actually know only 10 words in Hungarian (ok, not really proud of it), and I never 

lacked of it. I met amazing people from all around the world. My group of friend was made out of 8 

nationalities!  

 

 

Made for Erasmus 
The Erasmus Student Network (ESN) is an association organizing events, trips, parties for 

Erasmus students. Its desk in Pécs is really well developed and active. Open-microphone every 

Wednesday, Country Presentation every Thursday, hiking, week-ends, thematic parties, treasure 

hunts, welcome week, sport tournaments, 5-days-trips, everything is made for you to meet other 

Erasmus people and feel included from the very beginning.  

Besides, the whole city is welcoming you, with its famous dormitories! I spent my first 

semester in Szanto dormitory, sharing my flat with 1 Spanish, 1 Italian and 1 Mexican girl. What an 

adventure! Over there, the whole building was full with similar flats, with 4 students in each, from 

any country. We all became friends and it was like living in a summer camp.  

 

 

 



Beautiful Beautiful Pécs 
How come I didn’t say that before! Pécs is a gorgeous city. All those who came to visit me fell 

in love with it just as I did. The city is not too small, not too big, circled by a ring of hills and across 

those hills, you can find many beautiful lakes. Pedestrian city center with its old buildings and 

churches, colorful, always some musician playing on the main square, always some market or concert 

or show in the week-end. Just see by yourself.  



Anywhere, Erasmus 
I mentioned many reasons that made me extremely happy of having spent this year in Pécs 

and nowhere else. But to be honest, I think the main point of this year abroad is to leave somewhere, 

anywhere. Meet new people, from new countries, with new mentalities, learn a new way of eating, 

studying, partying, discover the world and its diversity. It’s like opening your eyes and realizing 

you’ve been blind for all these years. Be amazed, open your mind. Just GO!  

 


